
The Hub’s 2010 Fire Prevention Supplement Page 1

Fire Prevention WeekFire Prevention Week
OCTOBEROCTOBER 3 - 9, 2010 3 - 9, 2010

HUBT H E



Page 2 The Hub’s 2010 Fire Prevention Supplement

BECOME A

FIRE

PREVENTER!

Change Smoke Alarm 
Batteries. A good way to 
remember is to change the 
batteries when you turn 
your clock back to 
standard time in the fall.

Matches and Lighters Are 
Not Toys. These are tools 
for adults, and are not 
to be used without 
supervision. They 
should be stored in a 
secure place where kids 
can’t reach them.

Plan and Practice an 
Escape Route. Create at 
least two ways out of 
every room in the home. 
Practice getting out 
quickly.

Keep a Flashlight Charged 
and Handy. If there’s a 
fire in the home, it can 
become smokey and too 
dark to see. Use a 
flashlight to get out 
or signal for help.

It takes a lot of training 
to become a Firefighter, 
but anyone can become 

a Fire Preventer! 
Use these tips during
Fire Prevention Week,

October 3 - 9,  
to help you get started.

A Message from your 
Hay River

Fire Department 
874-2222Chief Ross Potter
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Be Careful
Be Safe

Keep matches
out of reach
of children

Thank you
Hay River Fire Fighters

These men and women dedicate 
their lives and time to keeping our 

families and community safe.

During Fire Prevention Week,  
October 3rd - 9th, 

Please Thank
Hay River’s Volunteer Firefighters

Kristen CampbellPatrick Teskey

Practice Fire Safety in your home!

HUBT H E

Your Community Newspaper
Ph: 874-6577  Fax: 874-2679
www.hayriverhub.com

As a member of the fire service for 
27 years, I have seen all too many times 
the devastation fire can incur on people 
and their homes. Watching a household 
endure the loss of their most valued 
possessions is simply heartbreaking. But 
there’s no greater horror than to witness 
a family suffer the aftermath of one or 
more loved ones who have perished 
in a fire. What’s most tragic about so 
many of these incidents, and I must 
admit sometimes frustrating, is that the 
fatal outcomes often could have been 
prevented with the presence of properly 
installed, working smoke alarms.

Each year, nearly 3,000 people die in 
home fires; many of those deaths could 
be avoided with the proper smoke 
alarm protection. The nonprofit National 
Fire Protection Association’s (NFPA) 
statistics show that while working smoke 
alarms cut the chance of dying in a fire 
nearly in half, roughly two-thirds of all 
home fire deaths result from fires in 
homes with no smoke alarms or no 
working smoke alarms. 

People have grown so accustomed to 
seeing smoke alarms in their homes that 
they feel adequately protected by them. 

The public’s complacency toward smoke 
alarms and fire safety in general must 
change. With a greater understanding and 
respect for fire’s potentially devastating 
impact, people can start taking the steps 
necessary to better protect themselves 
and their families.

NFPA’s recommendations include a 
smoke alarm installed in all bedrooms, 
and at least one on every level of 
the home (including the basement), 
and outside all sleeping areas. It is 
also recommended that smoke alarms 
be interconnected, so that when one 
sounds, they all do. Most residents are 
not aware of the two types of smoke 
alarm technologies available – ionization 
and photoelectric. Ionization smoke 
alarms are generally more responsive to 
flaming fires – like a pan fire or smoke 
from cooking. Photoelectric smoke 
alarms are generally more responsive 
to smoldering fires – like a cigarette, 
overheated wiring, or something hot 
like a space heater. Both types of 
smoke alarms should be installed in 
your home or combination ionization 
and photoelectric smoke alarms that 
take advantage of both technologies. 

Unfortunately, many homes in Hay River, 
and in communities throughout Canada, 
still do not have this level of protection.

As the official sponsor of Fire 
Prevention Week, October 3-9, 
2010, NFPA is promoting “Smoke 
Alarms: A Sound You Can Live With!” 
to better educate the public about 
recommendations for smoke alarms, 
and the steps they can take to best 
protect their homes and loved ones. The 
Hay River Fire Department is actively 
supporting this campaign through family-
oriented events in Hay River during Fire 
Prevention Week. 

Hay River Fire Department is doing 
its part to educate residents about the 
importance of installing and maintaining 
smoke alarms appropriately. But the true 
safety lies with Hay River residents and 
their willingness to take the steps needed 
to protect their homes and families from 
fire. Our sincere hope is that everyone 
participates in one or more of these 
activities, and starts working toward a 
community safe from fire.

Ross Potter, Fire Chief
 Town of Hay River

Properly installed smoke alarms save lives
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Specializing in residential  
Plumbing, Heating 

& Gas Fitting

24 hour service 875-2882
webstersplumbing@gmail.com

Terry Webster Owner/Operator

THANKS HAY RIVER 
FIRE DEPARTMENT!

Stittco 
Utilities

NWT Ltd.

would like to thank 
their employee,  

Gavin Brockway.
Gavin is a first year 

firefighter.

7 Willow Rd. 
Phone: 874-2432 

(NC)—During Fire Prevention Week from 
October 3rd - 9th, Sparky the Fire Dog teams 
up with firefighters and school teachers to 
encourage smart fire safety habits that save 
lives.  

Smoke alarm tampering is at the top of 
Sparky’s “no-no” list.  Taking batteries out of a 
smoke alarm, or removing it from the ceiling 
when it goes off because of cooking smoke 
or shower steam, puts a family at serious risk.  
Canadian research shows that more than 50 
per cent of people who tamper with their 
smoke alarms forget to later re-install the 
batteries or the alarm itself.  This leaves them 
without early warning should a fire break 
out.  

“A smoke alarm doubles your chance of 
escaping a fire,” says Carol Heller, a home 
safety specialist at Kidde, Canada’s leading fire 
protection company.  “If nuisance alarms are a 
problem, check to see that you have installed 
the correct type of smoke alarm in each 
location on every storey of your home.  That 
way, false alarms can be reduced significantly.  
And remember to only buy smoke alarms 
that have a push-button or remote control 
‘Hush’ feature.  This allows you to easily 

silence a false alarm and still stay safe while 
the smoke clears.”

Sparky’s other top fire safety tip is to 
replace old smoke alarms.  Over time, sensors 
become coated in dust and other airborne 
particles and sensitivity may be lost.  So 
whether they are battery operated or wired 
into your home’s electrical system, Sparky and 
the National Fire Protection Association say 
replace all smoke alarms after 10 years.   

More home fire safety tips can be found on 
the www.safeathome.ca web site.  

Sparky says: replace old smoke 
alarms and never remove batteries

922 MacKenzie Hwy.  
Ph: 874-7700 Toll Free:1-800-661-0716

Thank you 
HAY River  

Fire Department  
and Riley Boden,  

firefighter for two years and  
a journeyman welder.
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Thank You
 Hay River Fire Department 

and Alex McMeekin, 
one of our own apprentice carpenters  

and a firefighter for 2 1/2 years.

www.arcan.nt.ca

BUILDING TRADES FOR ARCTIC CANADA

HAY RIVER ESSO SERVICE
874-6424

SAFETY is our

#1
CONCERN

Thanks for making it yours

THANK YOU
to Darryl Buhler, our Heavy Duty Mechanic

and first year firefighter!

(NC)—It’s easy to think a fire “will 
never happen to me.”  But if it does, 
will everyone in your family know what 
to do?

For Fire Prevention Week from 
October 3rd – 9th, the Canadian 
Association of Fire Chiefs and its fire 
education partners Kidde Canada and 
Duracell will encourage all families to 
create and practice a fire escape plan as 
part of the “Great Canadian Fire Drill” 
campaign.  

“In a fire, seconds count.  You install 
smoke alarms as an early warning system 
to tell you something is wrong,” says 
Bruce Burrell, president of the CAFC.  
“But the other part of the equation 
is knowing what to do if they go off.  
How can you help your family escape 
tragedy?”

Statistics show that most fires start 
at night, when sleepiness and darkness 
cause confusion and reduce reaction 
times.  That’s when having a plan to 
escape – that has been practiced by all 
family members – becomes critical.    

Educational experts have collaborated 
with the CAFC to compile these fire 
escape plan tips:

•Draw a floor plan that shows all 

doors and windows.

•Mark two ways out of each room, if 
possible.

•Mark the location of all smoke alarms 
with “SA.”  There should be one smoke 
alarm on every storey of your home 
and outside sleeping areas.  Make sure 
children recognize the sound of a smoke 
alarm.

•Test each alarm, replace batteries 
if necessary.  Replace immediately any 
smoke alarm that is over 10 years old.

•Pick an outside meeting place e.g. 
“the large tree on the Wilson’s front 
lawn five houses down” and mark it on 
your plan.

•Practise the escape plan twice each 
year.

•The first family member out of the 
house and at the meeting place should 
call the fire department (9-1-1) from a 
cell phone or neighbour’s phone.

•Make sure everyone knows the fire 

escape rule:  “Once out, stay out.”  

More fire safety and escape plan tips 
can be found online at www.safeathome.
ca/drill.

Does your family have a fi re escape plan?
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HRFDHRFD  
RosterRoster
2010

Hay River Hay River 
Fire DepartmentFire Department

Ross Potter, #8Ross Potter, #8

CHIEF

Vince McKay #17Vince McKay #17

captain

Hay River Hay River 
Fire DepartmentFire Department

Brent Medernach, #23Brent Medernach, #23

captain

Hay River Hay River 
Fire DepartmentFire Department

dustin smith #16dustin smith #16

deputy

Hay River Hay River 
Fire DepartmentFire Department

Wyatt Scheller, #36Wyatt Scheller, #36

Captain

Hay River Hay River 
Fire DepartmentFire Department

Ralph Sanguez, #21Ralph Sanguez, #21

Lieutenant

Hay River Hay River 
Fire DepartmentFire Department

Roger Readman, #1Roger Readman, #1

honourary 
fi refi ghter

Hay River Hay River 
Fire DepartmentFire Department

Shawna Martel, #2Shawna Martel, #2

fi refi ghter

Hay River Hay River 
Fire DepartmentFire Department

Years as FF: 27          Flame: Mona
Occupation: Fire Chief 

Years as FF: 16       Flame: Christine
Occupation: Linesman 

Years as FF: 16
Occupation: Corrections Officer

Years as FF: 6.5         Flame: Sherry
Occupation: Machinist 

Years as FF: 12            Flame: Misty
Occupation: Snap-on Tools Dealer

Years as FF: 9
Occupation: Researcher

Years as FF: 37           Flame: Lynn
Occupation: Retired 

Years as FF: 9 months     
Occupation: Registered Nurse 
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Hay River Hay River 
Fire DepartmentFire Department

Gavin Brockway, #3Gavin Brockway, #3

rookie

Kristen Campbell, #11Kristen Campbell, #11

rookie

Hay River Hay River 
Fire DepartmentFire Department

Darryl Buhler, #12Darryl Buhler, #12

fi refi ghter

Hay River Hay River 
Fire DepartmentFire Department

Hay River Hay River 
Fire DepartmentFire Department

Kirsten Daigneault, #13Kirsten Daigneault, #13

fi refi ghter

Hay River Hay River 
Fire DepartmentFire Department

Oli Olason, #9Oli Olason, #9

fi refi ghter

Hay River Hay River 
Fire DepartmentFire Department

Alex McMeekin, #7Alex McMeekin, #7

fi refi ghter

Hay River Hay River 
Fire DepartmentFire Department

Riley Boden, #6Riley Boden, #6

fi refi ghter

Hay River Hay River 
Fire DepartmentFire Department

Shannon Luckhardt, #5Shannon Luckhardt, #5

fi refi ghter

Hay River Hay River 
Fire DepartmentFire Department

Ron Hogan, #4Ron Hogan, #4

fi refi ghter

Years as FF: 1             Flame: Kim
Occupation: Bulk Truck Driver

Years as FF: 7     Flame: Charlotte
Occupation: Contractor 

Years as FF: 8 months    Flame: Perry
Occupation: Registered Nurse 

Years as FF: 2            
Occupation: Welder

Years as FF: 2.5        
Occupation: Apprentice Carpenter 

Years as FF: 1.5            Flame: Sara
Occupation: Personal Support Worker 

Years as FF:  2 weeks
Occupation: Newspaper Reporter

Years as FF: 11 months           
Occupation: Heavy Duty Mechanic 

Years as FF: 4.5    Flame: Terence #18    
Occupation: Protective Services Official 
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Doreen Scheller, #25Doreen Scheller, #25

fi refi ghter

Hay River Hay River 
Fire DepartmentFire Department

Travis Wright, #26Travis Wright, #26

fi refi ghter

Hay River Hay River 
Fire DepartmentFire Department

Hay River Hay River 
Fire DepartmentFire Department

Trent Atwell, #22Trent Atwell, #22

fi refi ghter

Hay River Hay River 
Fire DepartmentFire Department

Colton Parker, #20Colton Parker, #20

rookie

Hay River Hay River 
Fire DepartmentFire Department

Kyle Wright, #19Kyle Wright, #19

fi refi ghter

Hay River Hay River 
Fire DepartmentFire Department

Terence Fischer, #18Terence Fischer, #18

fi refi ghter

Hay River Hay River 
Fire DepartmentFire Department

Leonard Daigneault, #15Leonard Daigneault, #15

rookie

Hay River Hay River 
Fire DepartmentFire Department

Floyd Hopkins, #31Floyd Hopkins, #31

honourary 
fi refi ghter

Years as FF: 4        Flame: Brandy
Occupation: Tire Technician 

Years as FF: 5   Flame: Kirsten #13
Occupation: Heavy Duty Mechanic 

Years as FF: 5                 Flame: Kim
Occupation: Mechanic

Years as FF: 1          Flame: Doris
Occupation: Apprentice Mechanic 

Years as FF: 14            Flame: Barb
Occupation: Parts Technician 

Years as FF: 2.5
Occupation: Long-tern Care Aide

Years as FF: 2          Years as FF: 34           Flame: Diane
Occupation: Radio Technician 

Hay River Hay River 
Fire DepartmentFire Department

Patrick Teskey, #14Patrick Teskey, #14

fi refi ghter

Years as FF: 3       
Occupation: Newspaper Editor
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Hay River Hay River 
Fire DepartmentFire Department

Matthew Leblanc, #32Matthew Leblanc, #32

rookie

Sara Conley, #34Sara Conley, #34

rookie

Hay River Hay River 
Fire DepartmentFire Department

Hay River Hay River 
Fire DepartmentFire Department

Jacqui Colwell, #40Jacqui Colwell, #40

fi refi ghter

Years as FF: 2 weeks      Flame: Emily
Occupation: Welder

Years as FF: 6 months    Flame: Adam
Occupation: Personal Support Worker 

Years as FF: 4             Flame: Paul
Occupation: Unit Clerk 

The vehicles of the HRFDThe vehicles of the HRFD

Pumper #3Pumper #3

Tanker #1Tanker #1

Rescue #1Rescue #1 Ambulance #1Ambulance #1

Rescue #2Rescue #2 Pumper #1Pumper #1

Rescue #5Rescue #5 Ambulance #2Ambulance #2 Pumper #2Pumper #2

2004 Freightliner M2/Fort Garry 
Industries. First response pumper. 5000 
LPM Waterous Pump, 5000 litre water 
capacity, onboard foam system, 45 mm 
attack lines, 66 mm lines and 100 mm high 
volume hose, 3 sets MSA Firehawk M7 
SCBA with full accountability system.

1994 Ford F700 truck. Heavy rescue 
unit, all local fire related operations. 5 
sets MSA Firehawk M7 SCBA with full 
accountability system, portable generator, 
ventilation fans, lights, chainsaws, rescue 
saws, vehicle extrication tools.

1995 Ford E350/McKoy Miller 
Ambulance. Medical emergency 
response. Generator, lights, KED, Sager 
splints, Hare splints, O2, backboards, AED, 
squad kit adults, squad kit pediatrics. 

1998 Freightliner truck with General 
Body tanker unit. Old Town, rural and 
hinterland response. 625 GPM Hale 
Pump, 14,000 litre water capacity, 2 
sets MSA Firehawk M7 SCBA with full 
accountability system.

2004 Ford F550 with Fort Garry 
Industries Rescue Body. Highway 
rescue unit, all MVA responses. Holmatro 
hydraulic rescue tools, high pressure 
air bags, low pressure air bags, vehicle 
stability kit, blocking, portable fire pump, 
chainsaw, 2 sets MSA Firehawk M7 
SCBA.

1989 Ford C8000/Superior Fire Truck.
Second response pumper. 5,000 LPM 
Waterous Pump, 5,000 litre water 
capacity, onboard foam system, 45 mm 
attack lines, 65 mm lines and 100 mm high 
volume hose. 4 sets MSA Firehawk M7 
SCBA with full accountability system.

2003 Ford F350 Crew Cab 4X4.
Fire Chief's truck. Typically used during 
cleanup after fires, fire investigations, fire 
inspections and search and rescue.

1986 Ford E350/Crestline Coach 
Ambulance. Medivac ambulance, 
patient transfers and occasional medical 
emergencies.

1982 IHC/Superior Fire Truck. Training 
and backup pumper. 5,000 LPM Hale 
Pump, 5,000 litre water capacity. 
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Many THANKS to our Firefighters  

and their families 

for their invaluable service  

to the community all year round.
Vince McKay

To the dedicated & brave firefighters of 
Hay River & the NWT

Thank You
from Midnight Petroleum staff  

and our families

Head Office hrmidnight@northwestel.net

Hay River
867-874-2201

Yellowknife
867-873-6211

YK Airport
867-766-4000

Fort Simpson
867-692-2351936 Mackenzie Hwy. Phone: 867-874-2447

A division of 5142 NWT Ltd.

Thanks to the Hay River  
Fire Department!
Check your smoke alarms  

frequently to make sure they  
are in good working order.

Fire 
Safety 

Tip

Being a member of the Hay River Fire Department is a 
dangerous position. While most people are running away 
from a situation, they are running towards 
it.

But the members go through months 
upon months of training before they can 
enter a dangerous situation - and with that 
much training, you could do it too.

The department is currently recruiting 
enthusiastic individuals who are looking for 
a new challenge.

According to Fire Chief Ross Potter, ideal 
applicants must have several qualities in 
order to succeed as a fire fighter.

Being a member of the department is 
physically demanding, so it is important that 
new recruits are in good physical shape. 

Members, both new and experienced, undergo regular 
training on Thursdays, and exercises are also sometimes 

held on weekends.
Because the job can be demanding, it is important that 

applicants are looking for a challenge. There is nothing 
easy about fighting a fire, so any potential member should 
be someone interested in pushing themselves to their 
limit.

They also have to enjoy working as a team, have a clean 
criminal record, be at least eighteen years of age with 
a reliable mode of transportation and want to make a 
difference in the community.

“I enjoy the challenge of fire fighting,” said Potter. “And 
I want to be able to give back to the town. 
But one of the biggest points is making a 
difference in people’s lives.”

That is the biggest part of being a fire 
fighter in Potter’s mind - the willingness to 
lend a hand. 

But alongside the challenges that come with 
joining the department, comes camaraderie 
and friendship.

“And when it comes right down to it, it is 
fun,” said Potter. “Well, for certain people.”

Anyone interesting in getting involved 
with the Hay River Fire Department is 
encouraged to fill out an application form, 
which can be picked up at dropped off at 
Town Hall.

Applicants will be contacted for an interview if the 
initial application is approved by the department.

So you think you can fi ght fi res?
Hay River Fire Department is 
now accepting applications; 
can be picked up at Town Hall

KRISTEN CAMPBELL

reporter@hayriverhub.com

▼

“I enjoy the 
challenge of fi re 

fi ghting. And I want 
to be able to give 
back to the town.”

 Chief Ross Potter

▲
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Thank You 
Hay River Fire Department !

917 Mackenzie Highway, Hay River, NT X0E 0R8

Tire North Ltd.

and especially to 
Leonard 

Daigneault,  
one of our tire 

technicians and a 
firefighter for  

4 years.

FIREFIGHTERS 
Saving Lives Everyday 

Our endless thanks and support 
go out to all of our firefighters.  

Thank you to Kyle Wright, mechanic
and firefighter for 5 years.

Extinguish all candles when leaving the room 
or when going to sleep.  

NEVER leave a burning candle unattended!!!

Finning (Canada) Hay River
23 Industrial Drive, Hay River, NT   X0E 0R6

Ph: (867) 874-6537   Fax: (867) 874-6570

When responding to a fire, it is the Hay River Fire Department’s 
main priority to keep everyone on scene safe, especially the 
firefighters directly fighting the fire.

Captain Brent Medernach has helped bring a computer system 
into the membership that increases accountability for the fire 
fighters. 

For the last six weeks, the department has been using the 
Accountability System, a computer program which creates 
a communication link between the self-contained breathing 
apparatus (SCBA) used by firefighters, and a laptop aboard Pump 
3, the department’s first response truck. 

The SCBA consists of a tank containing compressed air, which 
helps the firefighter breathe in hazardous environments, whether 
it is smoky or has low oxygen levels. By having the accountability 
system tapped into the SCBAs, the operator on board Pump 3 
can monitor each member using a SCBA for added safety.

Each fire fighter is given an ID tag, which is scanned on the 
SCBA’s digital monitors. By doing so, the SCBA is connected to 
the laptop, and the operator can see each firefighters number, 
bottle pressure, radio signal and how much time they have before 
their cylinder runs out.  

Safety the name of the game for HRFD
Department adds accountability 
program to keep members safe

KRISTEN CAMPBELL

reporter@hayriverhub.com

CAPTAIN  » Brent Medernach scans an ID tag using the SCBA's digital 
monitor. The system allows a pump operator to monitor how much air a 
fi refi ghter has in their SCBA tank, and to evacuate them in an emergency. 

KRISTEN CAMPBELL PHOTO 

● See Accountability/Page 14



Page 12 The Hub’s 2010 Fire Prevention Supplement

In recognition of
Fire Prevention Week

we at Northmart wish to say

Thanks

81 Woodland Drive, Hay River

874-6545

for all the 
determination 
and hard work 

displayed
by our local 
firefighters.

PERRON SERVICES

Our salute to the brave men and 
women who dedicate themselves to 

the safety of our communities

48 Industrial Drive  ·  867-874-3900

Ring’s Pharmacy

874-6744
Mon-Sat 9am-6pm, Thurs 9am-9pm
6 Courtoreille Street Fax: 874-3960

We’re committed to the health of our community, 
and we’re proud to have fire and ambulance 

volunteers in Hay River who are, too. Thanks!

Thanks!

THANK YOU
To the men and women in the Hay River Fire Department for 
their hard work and dedication to provide our community 

with an exceptional fire and ambulance service. 

Jane Groenewegen
MLA Hay River South

3-66 Woodland Drive, Hay River, NT   X0E 1G1   
Phone: (867) 874-6141 - Fax (867) 874-6143 

Email jane_groenewegen@gov.nt.ca

FIRE  PREVENTION  WEEK
My sincere thanks 

to all the members of the  
Hay River Fire Department 

for 60 years of 
dedicated service to 

the residents of Hay River

Paul Delorey MLA, Hay River North
Suite 202, 76 Capital Drive, Hay River, NT   X0E 1G2

Phone: (867) 874-6301 Fax: (867) 874-6079 
E-mail: paul_delorey@gov.nt.ca

FIRE-SAFETY INFORMATION BROUGHT TO YOU BY NFPA. SPARKY ® AND SPARKY THE FIRE DOG ® ARE REGISTERED TRADEMARKS OF THE NATIONAL FIRE PROTECTION ASSOCIATION.

OCTOBER

NOVEMBER

DECEMBER

JANUARY

FEBRUARY

MARCH

APRIL

MAY

JUNE

  JULY

AUGUST

SEPTEMBER

 TESTED  SMOKE 
MONTH SMOKE ALARMS ALARMS WORKED

Families: Smoke alarms save lives. Make sure the smoke alarms in your home are working. 
Hang up this handy chart to remind you to test your smoke alarms every month. 
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Thank you to Hay River Fire Department 
and Brent Medernach,

 our Acting Superintendent of Industrial 
and Technical Services 

and a Fire Fighter for 6 1/2 years!

#1 - 104 Ave. Hay River, NT 
Ph: (867) 874-5100  Toll Free: 1-877-770-6825

www.ntcl.com

40 Studney Drive • Phone 874-6574 • Fax 874-6154

Thank You
for the tremendous 

amount of volunteer hours 
given in training and firefighting.

HRFD HRFD 
in actionin action

PHOTO COURTESY ROSS POTTER 

PATRICK TESKEY PHOTO

PATRICK TESKEY PHOTOKRISTEN CAMPBELL PHOTOANDY SPIRIDONICA PHOTO
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Thank YouThank You
to the

Hay River Volunteer 
Fire Department

for all their work
this year and
every year!

From the
Mayor,

Councillors &
Hay River Residents

for all their work
for the last
60 years!

No insurance policy can replace the loss...
When fire destroys your home, no policy covers 
 the value of the things that are precious to you.

No policy can replace a child’s favourite toy, 
a family photo album – or a life.

The only real fire protection is Fire Prevention!

Congratulations
to our volunteer

fire department on

exceptional service

105-62 Woodland Drive Call: (867) 874-2101

2222Who you gonna call?
The numbers for fire departments across the ter-

ritory are pretty easy, as long as you know where you 
are:

The number is the community code, plus 2222.
So in Hay River, it's 874-2222.
In Fort Smith, it's 872-2222. In Yellowknife, it's 873-

2222. In Fort Resolution, it's 394-2222. You get the pic-
ture! However, folks in Enterprise are best to call long 
distance to Hay River.

“If the fire fighters motion 
stops, or their SCBA’s 
pressure is low, it sets off an 
alarm on the computer,” said 
Medernach. “You can also 
put the firefighter's SCBA 
into alarm for emergency 
evacuation.”

This added security 
measure helps to ensure the 
safety of the fire department 
in dangerous situations, which 

is exactly why Medernach 
pushed to bring it into Hay 
River.

“It is probably the best thing 
on the market right now,” he 
said. “I don’t know of anyone 
else in the territory who has 
this. Maybe someone else 
does, but not that I am aware 
of.”

There are currently 14 
SCBA that are set up with 
the accountability system, 
a number that Medernach 
said is the maximum the 
department could handle.

Accountability
● From Safety/Page 11
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Northland Utilities appreciates and is proud of our 
volunteer fire department. Thank you to Dustin and all  

of the firefighters for protecting our community.

Dustin Smith (EMR) 
#16

Deputy Chief 

3rd Year Apprentice  
Power Lineman

One of our own!

An overloaded outlet is a 
fire hazard – prevent this 
situation from happening 

in your home.

1 -66 Woodland Drive Ph: 867-874-6879  Toll Free 1-800-264-5313
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If You Want A Place 
Called Home

If You Want A Place 
Called Home

OBSERVE
FIRE PREVENTION
WEEK Oct. 3-9

Check for these common fire hazards
in your home and make sure the

whole family is familiar with them. Then
make sure you do something about them.

 Obstructed Exits
 Defective Heating 
Equipment

 Flammable Liquids
 Oily Rags
 Faulty Wiring
 Improper Fusing
 Attic Storage
 Careless Smoking
 Children and Matches

Fire Prevention Week
is only a seven day 

reminder.... 
Fires happen 

365 days a year, don’t let 
one happen to you!

Call your 
Local Fire Department 
for advice at any time

Check and test
smoke alarms;

change batteries
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