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Approximately 30 people 
from different professional 
backgrounds in Hay River 
and other communities came 
together on March 12 to dis-
cuss a plan of action for a 
youth treat-
ment centre in 
the NWT. 

The plan-
ning and 
visioning ses-
sion was host-
ed by the Hay 
River Inter-
agency Com-
mittee as part 
of addressing 
one of 170 
line items it 
devised when it was estab-
lished as an organization in 
2008.

Minister of Health Tom 
Beaulieu, local MLAs and 
their representatives, town 
officials, interagency com-
mittee members, Health and 
Social Services officials and 

elders were present for the 
day-long meeting to share a 
vision for action. 

The sessions were to devise 
a way out of sending youth 
to treatment centres in the 
south. For every $1 invested 
in addictions treatment, there 
is between a $4 and $7 return, 
said Jill Taylor, interagency 

c o m m i t -
tee member 
and inclusive 
schooling co-
ordinator. This 
is an amount 
e s t i m a t e d 
before includ-
ing health-care 
costs. 

B e f o r e 
making sug-
gestions, Beau-

lieu shared some numbers of 
his own. Of the $360 million 
in the budget for Health and 
Social Services, only $3.5 mil-
lion is spent on prevention, he 
said. That's less than one per 
cent. The Ontario government 
spends almost 50 per cent of 
its budget on health whereas 

the NWT spends about 23 
per cent on health, Beaulieu 
said. With this in mind, he 
said it's time for a change in 
thinking to an approach that's 
more proactive, with a focus 
on prevention.  

"Just looking at the cost of 
justice alone, the youth resi-
dent treatment centre is just 
one piece of the puzzle," said 
Beaulieu. "We also need to 
look at aftercare and preven-
tion. (Money spent on) pre-
vention needs to be tripled." 

Along with those experi-
enced in the field of addictions 
were representatives from the 
Last Door youth treatment 
centre in New Westminster, 
B.C., a 100-bed facility with 
an 8:10 staff to client ratio.

Program co-ordinators 
and counsellors Pete Beka 
and Jessica Cooksey came 
to talk about the model of 
care used in their long-term 
treatment program aimed to  
help youth aged 14-18. 

Beka and Cooksey said the 
treatment centre's social phil-
osophy on integrating youth 

and community with treat-
ment has a very high success 
rate.

The grassroots organiza-
tion literally began with a 
shoestring budget and a run-
down building and evolved 
into a successful treatment 
centre, they said. 

In the afternoon those in 
attendance were assigned to 
come up with a vision for 
a youth treatment centre in 
the territory, including non-

negotiable characteristics, and 
bonus items.

Jane Groenewegen, MLA 
for Hay River South, agreed 
to take the idea of a youth 
treatment centre to the legis-
lative assembly but said a 
grassroots approach would 
probably be quicker and more  
effective.

"They say they have an 
anti-bricks-and-mortar policy 
but they won't even put a treat-
ment centre in one of the 

largest jail facilities in the 
NWT," said Groenewegen. 
"So it's hard to tell if they're 
really committed. But I'm not 
so sure you want a govern-
ment-run program. With a 
grassroots program, the com-
munities have more of a cen-
tral role." 

Many of those in attend-
ance leaned toward finding a 
way for communities in the 
NWT to maintain control of 
a treatment centre and said 
they would be willing to be 
part of a signing authority or 
a new board or interagency 
sub-committee in order to put 
the process in motion. 

"We have stats, we have 
similar visions, we have that 
in place to go forward – now 
it all comes down to dollars," 
said youth justice commit-
tee member Lesli Ward. "We 
have to come up with a plan 
to achieve this goal. It's a very 
challenging goal, but there is 
hope."

The interagency commit-
tee will meet next during its 
summit, March 26-27.

Some dog owners in Hay River 
are seeing their four-legged com-
panions falling ill and are wonder-
ing why. Canine parvovirus is the 
culprit.

Parvo is a highly 
contagious disease 
that is spread by con-
tact with feces con-
taining the virus. The 
virus is able to survive 
on inanimate objects 
such as clothes, food 
dishes and toys if 
proper care is not 
taken.

Lesli Ward from the Hay River 
SPCA said a total of five cases were 
confirmed as of March 9 with one 
fatality. She is asking the public to 
educate themselves about parvo. She 
said young puppies are at the highest 
risk of contracting the disease.

A majority of adult dogs exposed 
to the virus show very few symp-
toms, if affected at all.

Affected dogs may experience 
vomiting, diarrhea and will appear 
very lethargic, said Ward. 

"It is not normal behaviour," she 
said.

If caught early enough, dogs can 
recover from parvo by a veterinarian 

administering intra-
venous solutions 
for rehydration. In 
severe cases, blood 
transfusions may 
be required. How-
ever, there are ways 
that Hay River's 
four-legged friends 
can avoid infec-
tion. Ward said the 

disease is 100 per cent preventable 
through vaccination.

"If the puppy is six weeks or older 
get them their shots," she said. "And 
two to four weeks later get the second 
one."

She said the disease is highly con-
tagious and its ability to thrive makes 
it dangerous.

"It is in our in environment," she 
said, "and it seems to thrive in cold 

temperatures. The only thing that 
kills it is bleach."

She added that humans cannot 
contract parvo, but that does not 
mean we are not carriers. 

"We can carry it," she said. "Birds 
and flies can carry it. It is every-
where. And we can't bleach every-
thing."

The SPCA is working to educate 
the public and ensure that young 
puppies have their shots to reduce 
the infection.

"To me the prevention is so sim-
ple," she said. "It's just education."

Anyone suspecting their canine 
companion may have parvo is asked 
to contact a veterinarian as soon as 
possible.

Dogs around Hay River are 
falling ill with canine parvo-

virus, or parvo. The NWT 
SPCA is urging dog owners 

to get their pets vaccinated, 
as the disease is highly  

contagious.
photo courtesy of Daron Letts

Kristen Campbell
editor@hayriverhub.com

Canine virus reported in Hay River
SPCA advises dog owners to get their pets 

vaccinated against contagious disease

Developing a vision
Many players come together to plan youth treatment centre for NWT

angele Cano
reporter@hayriverhub.com

Tom Beaulieu: Money 
spent on prevention needs 
to triple.

Jane GRoeneweGen: 
Government-run facility 
not the best option.
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"The youth resident 
treatment centre is 

just one piece of the 
puzzle." 

Tom Beaulieus
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"It is everywhere. 
And we can't bleach 

everything." 
Lesli Wards
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The GNWT and the Union of Northern Workers (UNW) 
have been unable to reach a tentative agreement through their 
negotiations that concluded on March 1.

This was after the third round of collective 
bargaining that has been ongoing between the 
two parties since December 2011. They have been 
negotiating a renewal of their current collective 
agreement, which expires March 31, 2012.

Although significant progress was made on 
many issues, including increases in compensation, 
they must revisit negotiations with the help of a mediator in order 
to settle on an agreement in the near future.

– Angele Cano

Hay River athletes receive grants
Two local athletes have been awarded grants from the Univer-

sity of Alberta Augustana Campus for their hard work as athletes 
while carrying on their studies with the school.

Both Ilona Gyapay and Joseph Lirette have received awards for 
cross-country skiing and biathlon, respectively, while attending 
the University of Alberta.

Gyapay, who is entering her second year as a bachelor of 
Arts student, was awarded a total of $1,200 for cross-country 
skiing funded by the Nufloors Award and an Augustana Faculty 
Athletic Award in cross-country skiing. Lirette, who is currently 
enrolled in his first year as a bachelor of science student, was 
awarded $1,500 for non-Alberta residency and biathlon funded 
by an Augustana Non-Alberta Incentive Entrance Award and an 
Augustana Faculty Athletic Award in biathlon.

– Kristen Campbell

Minister and MLA  
in Washington 

Minister of Industry, Tourism and Investment David 
Ramsay and Hay River North MLA Robert Bouchard 
represented the GNWT on the Standing Committee 
on Economic Development and Infra-
structure in  Washington, D.C. March 
7-9.

Together they attended the Pacific 
Northwest Economic Region (PNWER) Arctic 
Caucus and met with other PNWER leaders. As 
vice-president of PNWER, Ramsay co-chaired 
discussions on NWT-relevant issues like oil 
spill response, Arctic research and sustainable 
resource development.

Other members also attended from British Columbia, Alberta, 
Saskatchewan, Yukon, Washington, Oregon, Idaho, Montana 
and Alaska.

The NWT became a member of PNWER in July 2009 and 
formed the Arctic Caucus with Alaska and Yukon the same 
year.

The caucus is an informal group consisting of legislators, 
government officials, business and non-profit leaders.

– Angele Cano

Snowmobile races this weekend
Hay River's annual snowmobile snow-cross and ice drag 

races are scheduled for this weekend.
Organizers are hoping to draw as many spectators and par-

ticipants from across the territory as possible. Volunteer and 
seasoned snow racers are using heavy equipment to construct the 
snow course across from the Hay River Bridge.

Races will be held between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m. on Saturday 
and from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Sunday.

– Angele Cano

Ice fishing derby coming soon 
Avid ice fishers in Hay River, or even just those looking to 

try something new, are invited out on March 24 for the annual 
Ice Fishing Derby. 

Sponsored by the Department of Industry, Tourism and 
Investment, The Hay River Seniors Society and Buffalo Air-
ways, the derby will allow participants to spend a day on the ice 
with hopes of catching the largest fish for a $1,500 payout.

There will be door prizes available and the grand prize win-
ner will walk away from the beach towing a brand new 14-foot 
Lund boat with a matching EZ Loader trailer.

– Kristen Campbell

Drama workshop for teens
The town's recreation program for girls will be host-

ing Nancy MacNeill, who will conduct a free drama work-
shop this Saturday at the Hay River Youth Centre from  
9:30-5:30 p.m.

They will be learning aspects of acting and performance 
during the day-long workshop. All teen girls are welcome to 
attend.

– Angele Cano

Progress halted in union, GNWT talks

News
Briefs

David 
Ramsay

Assimilation continues: chief
Truth and Reconciliation Commission holds hearing on Hay River Reserve

Chief Roy Fabian says 
the residential school system 
failed to assimilate Dene 
people, but that was not the 
end of assimilation through 
education.

Appearing at a hearing of 
the Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission (TRC) on resi-
dential schools on March 8, 
the K'atl'odeeche First Nation 
leader said, for 
the 100 years 
of the schools, 
children were 
taken away 
from their 
communities 
and returned 
home when 
they were 
about 16.

"The elders 
quickly saw that there was 
something wrong with these 
kids and they simply immersed 
them back into Dene culture 
and turned them back into 
Dene people," he said in testi-
mony before the commission, 
which held a hearing on the 
Hay River Reserve on March 
7 and 8.

However, Fabian said Dene 
unknowingly participate in 
assimilation today through the 
existing education system.

A high school diploma 
means graduates have been 
taught to be a "good English-
man," he said. "They're no 
longer a Dene."

Fabian argued that assimi-
lation policy needs to change, 
and he encouraged the Truth 
and Reconciliation Commis-
sion to try to get government 
to do so.

"We need to encourage 
Canada and the Government 
of the Northwest Territories to 
begin operating Dene immer-

sion schools completely in 
Dene," he said.

In all, 25 people testified 
in public at the TRC hearing, 
while 11 people made pri-
vate statements. Along with 
the Hay River Reserve and 
Hay River, they came from 
Fort Providence, Kakisa, Fort 
Resolution, Enterprise and 
Fort Smith.

Almost all told similar 
stories of persistent nega-
tive effects from the residen-

tial school 
e x p e r i e n c e 
– attempted 
assimilation, 
loss of lan-
guage, broken 
family con-
n e c t i o n s , 
hum i l ia t ion 
and varying 
degrees of 
abuse.

Commissioner Marie Wil-
son of Yellowknife listened 
intently to the testimony.

"It is not normal to live a 
lifetime in shame and guilt," 
said Julia Pokiak-Trennert of 
Hay River, adding it is also 
not normal to live a life dis-
connected from your family.

Pokiak-Trennert, who 
attended residential school in 
Aklavik, noted that for some 
families there are no known 
last resting places for rela-
tives taken away to residential 
school.

She suggested that, in hon-
our of all who died and are in 
unmarked graves throughout 
Canada, a national memor-
ial wall should be built in 
Ottawa.

"The wall would give me 
and other survivors a sense of 
justice and closure," she said.

After her presentation, 
Pokiak-Trennert said talking 
before the commission was a 
positive experience.

"Now I can start a com-
pletely brand-new life, like 
a newborn baby," she said. 
"That's how powerful it has 
been for me."

Clara Sabourin of the Hay 
River Reserve told of dealing 
with the effects of her year in 
an Alberta residential school 
when she was a teenager.

"I don't want to live a life 
like this any longer," she said, 
adding she has to let go of 
the past.

Following her address to 
the commission, Sabourin 
said it was a very emotional 
experience. 

"I really want to heal 
because it's like I feel numb, 
and I don't like being that 
way," she said. "I want to be 
just a normal person."

Amy Mercredi of Enter-
prise read excerpts from a 
book by her late husband, Joe 
Mercredi, who wrote that he 
never experienced any vio-
lence or abuse at residential 
school.

"There was a lot of good 
that was done," Amy Mercredi 
read. "We should not throw 
out the good with the bad. We 
must remember the good."

Mercredi's brief submis-
sion prompted Wilson to say 
the commission welcomed 
positive recollections of resi-
dential schools.

Perhaps the most riveting 
testimony came from Kakisa's 
Margaret Leishman, who said 
she is not ready to forgive 
those responsible for the resi-
dential school system.

"For what residential school 
did to me, to all our people, I 
cannot forgive," she said. "No 
human deserved what they did 
to us."

Near the end of her testi-
mony, Leishman, who spent 
10 years in residential school, 
wailed and sobbed in anguish, 

prompting many people to 
rally around her to offer sup-
port and causing some audi-
ence members to break into 
tears.

"I'm so angry," she shout-
ed, as she struck her fists onto 
the witness table.

The 67-year-old explained 
she felt rage because of what 
happened to her and others 
in the residential school sys-
tem, including five of her six 
siblings.

"It's not OK," she said. 
"You don't do that to a race."

Fabian, himself a residen-
tial school survivor, noted 

his community requested the 
TRC hearing take place on the 
Hay River Reserve.

"By having the TRC here, 
we are hoping that we will 
recognize what really hap-
pened to us as Dene people 
here on the reserve," he said, 
adding it was felt the com-
munity needed to speak  
out.

At the conclusion of the 
hearing, Wilson said surviv-
ors' concerns had been heard.

"I think it's very import-
ant for me to assure you that 
I have listened carefully, that 
I have heard you, and I hope 

that it is important to you 
to know that you have been 
heard," she said.

Wilson said the TRC is 
focused on healing and educa-
tion, both for individuals and 
Canada as a whole.

The commissioner said the 
process is to help the coun-
try heal itself from "massive 
ignorance" about the residen-
tial school system and the 
broken relationships between 
aboriginal and non-aboriginal 
communities.

It is not fast or easy work, 
she said. "But it is possible 
work."

Paul Bickford/nnsL photo

Chief Roy Fabian of K'atl'odeeche First nation testifies before the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission hearing on residential schools March 8 on the Hay 
River Reserve.

paul biCKford
reporter@hayriverhub.com

t 

"It is not normal 
to live a lifetime 

in shame and  
guilt." 

Julia Pokiak-Trennerts
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This week marked an important milestone for 
the K'atlo'deeche First Nation and those in the 
surrounding area.

On March 7 and 8, the Truth and Reconcilia-
tion Commission met with residential school 
survivors to prepare statements of their experi-
ences.

The announcement that they would be com-
ing hit Hay River in November after initial reports 
indicated there would be no hearing on the 
reserve.

when no hearing was expected for our area, 
the response was understandably negative, as 
a step towards healing had not been offered to 
the community.

But with the arrival of the TRC, the healing 
process can begin.

This sense of well-
ness is not something 
that can be expected to 

happen overnight, or alone.
These are some of the first steps towards 

coming to terms with the events that occurred 
at the residential schools. As a community, terri-
tory and country we need to work towards a bet-
ter future. we cannot change the past, but we 
can help those who were mistreated – culturally, 
emotionally, physically and sexually – and ensure 
that the world is a better place in the future. And 
this must be done through education.

The TRC's February interim report stated Can-
adians have been denied proper education about 
aboriginal societies and asked that all provinces 
and territories develop materials to teach stu-
dents about residential school systems.

It was also recommended a mental-health 
wellness facility be set up in either the North-
west Territories or Nunavut, as the centre is crit-
ically needed by the survivors, their families and 
their communities. 

Let this be the turning point. Let us move 
from here to help those who need healing to 
do so, and work with each other to set things 
on the correct course to ensure that aboriginal 
language, culture and identity is never stifled 
again.

truth allows 
healing to begin

edITORIAL
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"somebody just back of you while you are  
fishing is as bad as someone looking over your 

shoulder while you write a letter to your girl."
– Ernest Hemingway

what was your message to the athletes who attended arctic winter Games?

You 
Said 
it!

nadine tatchinron: I wished 
them luck.

morgan roach: I hope they 
had fun.

sonia roach: I think they 
tried their best and did really 
well.

megan Wood: I said keep up 
the good work. Thumbs up!

2011
CCNA

Write a letter 
to the editor

Letters should be short and to 
the point. Your letter should be 
relevant to our readers. Please 
write legibly, type letters if 
possible.
We may edit your letter for 
grammar, length or legal issues. 
Letters must be signed except 
for exceptional circumstances. 
Please include your full name 
and a phone number for 
verification. Send your letters to:

Letters to the Editor
The Hub
8-4 Courtoreille St, 
Hay River, NT  X0E 1G2
fax: 867-874-2679
or email:  
editor@hayriverhub.com

alberta Press council
The Hay River Hub is a sponsoring member of the Alberta Press 
Council, an independent body that upholds the public's right to full, 
fair and accurate news reporting. It will consider complaints, if made 
within 60 days of publication, regarding the fairness and accuracy 
of news stories and the accuracy of facts used to support opinion in 
member newspapers.  The Council is comprised of public members 
and representatives of member newspapers. To address an issue that 
you have not been able to resolve directly with The Hub contact: 

The Alberta Press Council
P O Box 2576, 
Medicine Hat, AB 
T1A 8G8  
Phone 403-580-4104
email:  abpress@telus.net
www.albertapresscouncil.ca
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Maturity, integrity, responsibility 
lacking among politicians
From Ken Comeau,
Hay River

Dear editor,
I am a senior citizen with a great concern 

for the future of my grandchildren.

I worry that our elected officials have pri-
orities other than the welfare of the general 
public.

The federal, provincial, territorial and 
municipal governments seem to have lost 
the focus of service to the people. The news 

media sends a message of a dysfunctional sys-
tem and many controversial issues.

The average person with a family depends 
on public servants and politicians to show 
leadership, honesty, integrity and a priority to 
serve the electorate. 

The future of our children and grand-
children is determined by the actions of our 
elected officials.

I can only hope that maturity, integrity and 
responsibility is their mandate and that this 
mandate is solidly proven by their actions.

From Sandy Whitteker,
Hay River

Dear editor,
I ventured out to the Nature Trail yester-

day. The devastation was stunning. 
I'm talking about the section that runs from 

the Vale Island bridge to the lake and only the 
part that is closest to the bridge. I was too hor-
rified to walk any farther.

I have spent many a happy hour over the 
past 20 years walking that trail with my dogs, 
admiring the beauty and peacefulness of the 
old-growth forest. 

It's gone.
I knew that the Hay River Airport/Trans-

port Canada had made plans to get rid of 
some of the trees that were so threatening to 
our air traffic, but I was unprepared for what 
they actually did. 

It's been clear-cut: a wasteland of stumps 
and debris.

There is a pathetic strip remaining along 
the riverbank and I don't know if those trees 
are next or if they are leaving them to prevent 
erosion of the bank, but that would defeat the 
purpose of eliminating those most dangerous 
of trees closest to the runway.

I remember feeling alarmed several months 
ago when I first read about the plans to clear 
trees of a certain height at varying distances 
from the runway, but like the rest of Hay 

River, I did nothing.  Now the Nature Trail is 
gone and it's too late.

Perhaps in another 50 years that forest will 

have grown back to a reflection of what it 
was. Perhaps. Way to go Hay River Airport/
Transport Canada. 

A wasteland of stumps and debris 
where the Nature Trail once prospered

ReAdeRs
write
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A different flag was hoist-
ed outside Hay River town 
hall last Thursday to remind 

Hay River, and all of Canada, 
about the rich culture behind 
our second official language. 

The event was part of 
the Journee International 
Francophonie that took place 

on March 8 in Hay River. In 
Canada, the day is expanded 
to include several large 
assemblies of francophone 
Canadians in cities, towns 
and communities across the 

country during rendez-vous du 
francophonie. 

Flags are raised and people 
gather between March 9-25 
to keep the spirit of French 
speaking Canada alive, flour-
ishing and out in the open.  
It's been three years since the 
francophonie flag has been 
raised on this day in Hay 
River.

Edith Vachon-Raymond is 
an educational assistant and 
French monitor at Ecole Bor-
eale School in Hay River and 
is on the board of the Hay 
River French Association. She 
took on organizing the event 
and flag-raising this year. 

Late on the chilly March 
morning, Vachon-Raymond 
and teacher Natalie Paquin 
led students from their small 
school to the town hall, carry-
ing a large NWT franco-
phonie flag and waving sev-
eral smaller French-Canadian 
flags while chanting merrily 
along.

"The raising of the franco-

phone flag is something 
going on everywhere in Can-
ada in the month of March," 
said Vachon-Raymond. "It's 
important for people to real-
ize there is not only a French 
school in town but also a 
French community. 

For the kids, it's important 
they develop a feeling that 
they are part of the franco-
phonie."

There are also individual 
francophone flags representing 
every province and territory in 
Canada. This is a fact that 
not all students knew, includ-
ing Grade 6 student Alexa 
Thomson. 

Before the day, students 
in grades 5 and 6 were 
tasked with researching 
these distinctive flags, learn-
ing what they represent and  
what they stand for.

"I thought it was kind of 
cool that every province and 
territory has its own unique 
flag," said Thomson. 

Thomson researched 

Nunavut's francophone flag 
which represents the terri-
tory's history through colours 
and images, blue and white 
for sky and snow, a dome for 
an igloo, and a dandelion. The 
flag might be one of the new-
est of the bunch, only unveiled 
in 2002.  

Current vice-president of 
HRFA Patrick Maltais also 
volunteers as French monitor 
at Diamond Jenness Second-
ary School. He said although 
many of the students are 
enrolled in French language 
classes, many didn't know the 
materials at the French associ-
ation were at their fingertips.

"They can use this place 
as a resource if they want to 
come and take out a book or a 
movie," said Maltais. "I came 
here with my group from DJ  
(secondary school) three weeks 
ago and they didn't know they 
could be members." 

Yellowknife commemor-
ated the Francophonie flag the 
following day, March 9.

angele Cano
reporter@hayriverhub.com

French flag flies for culture
Members of town's francophonie community celebrate heritage

Angele Cano/NNSL photos

Victoria Tweedie-Pitre, natalie Paquin and Kaitlyn Ring lead a group of stu-
dents from Ecole Boreale School in Hay River behind the NWT francophonie 
flag on March 8.

Victoria Tweedie-Pitre and Kaitlyn Ring hoist the territorial francophonie flag 
on March 8 in front of Hay River town hall.
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The Hay River Goal Miners hock-
ey club won bronze while competing 
against teams from High Level and 
Yellowknife in an annual tournament 
Hay River has hosted since its incep-
tion seven years ago. 

The High Level 
Chevy Cruisers 
defeated Yellowknife 
5-3 in the champion-
ship.

This year, for the 
first time, the tourna-
ment received major 
sponsorship from 
a Northern mining 
company, which brought registration 
costs down.

"We wanted to push this to hope-
fully get more events sponsored in 
Hay River," said representative and 
mine site administrator Bridgette 
Dumas, from sponsor Rio Tinto/Dia-

vik. "It depends on turnout and how 
worthwhile an event it is. To make 
sure events are worthwhile to sponsor 
they go through a committee."

Overall the tournament was suc-
cessful, said organizers, even though 
it had to compete with the Arctic Win-
ter Games and another community's 

winter carnival. For 
these reasons, Fort 
Simpson and Fort 
Smith teams were 
unable to attend. 

Still, stands were 
filled with fans on 
getting ready to 
cheer on their team 
in game one Friday 
night. Nancy Stanly 

has been league treasurer for five 
years and said the Hay River team 
is thankful for its many local spon-
sors, but could definitely benefit from 
increased sponsorship, especially 
since ice rentals have increased sig-
nificantly over the years. 

Greg Rowe coached the younger 
Hay River Princess Cuts – the other 
team formed mainly by talent from 
the parent Hay River Hazards hockey 
club – said while the team wasn't able 
to make it to finals it wasn't due to 
lack of effort.

"They really showed their deter-
mination," said Rowe. "One third of 
the team is made up of younger play-
ers and they're a little more timid. You 
have to have that drive. When you 
have a chance at the goal you have 
to go for it and you can't get muscled 
out of it." 

Rowe, who has been coaching 

minor hockey for 20-plus years, said 
his players generally took well to 
instruction and were very willing and 
eager to learn and improve. He said 
the league could benefit from prime 
ice time and regular coaching. Cur-
rently its practices are late at night. 

Marc Miltenberger and Pat Maher 
coached the Goal Miners. 

"It was all about coming together 
as a team," said Miltenberger. "There 
was is a lot of experience on the team 
and used that experience to their 
advantage."

Winter Haley, who is one of the 
directors for the Hazards hockey 

team, has been playing since the 
women's league began seven years 
ago. She said that while some play-
ers are getting more experienced it's 
important to keep the league open to 
beginners and girls aged 14 and up.

"It's not competitive hockey; it's 
fair-play hockey," said Haley. "Our 
tournaments keep getting better and 
it's that camaraderie that keeps people 
interested."

The Hazards have already trav-
elled to a tournament in Fort Smith 
and will be hitting up two more tour-
naments in Hay River and Edmonton 
before the end of the month.

HubsPORTs
Wednesday, March 14, 2012 DEEP IN THE TRaIlS

Hay River girls attend hula-hoop workshop, page 9

High Level takes gold against Yellowknife in tourney final

Hay River Goal Miners 
strike hockey bronze at home

angele Cano
reporter@hayriverhub.com

Game 1:  Hay River Goal Miners: 6  Hay River Princess Cuts: 1
Game 2:  High Level Chevy Cruisers: 4 Yellowknife: 3
Game 3:  Yellowknife: 3   Goal Miners: 2
Game 4: Princess Cuts: 9   Chevy Cruisers: 3
Game 5:  Yellowknife: 5   Princess Cuts: 1
Game 6:  Goal Miners: 2   Chevy Cruisers: 4
Game 7:  Chevy Cruisers: 7   Princess Cuts: 0
Game 8:  Yellowknife: 2   Goal Miners: 0
Game 9:  Goal Miners: 5   Princess Cuts: 0
Game 10: Chevy Cruisers: 5  Yellowknife: 3

fact
file

Hay river Women's  
HoCKey tournament sCores

Hay River Goal miners women's hockey team player Jennifer Tweedie passes 
to Louise Schumann during tournament finals on Sunday.

Goal miners team 
member Shawna 

Coleman regains the 
puck from the 

Yellowknife team 
during the women's 
hockey tournament 

finals.
Angele Cano/NNSL photos

Angele Cano/NNSL photos

Donna Dean and marilyn Taylor on team NTPC play in the finals of the corporate curling 
challenge on Friday night, losing to team Ashtons by one point. 

t 

"They really 
showed their 

determination." 
Greg Rowes



Phone: 874-6577 • Fax: 874-2679
8-4 Courtoreille Street - Gensen Building Hay River

Passport photos taken
right here at The Hub

No appointment necessary
9-5:30 Monday-Friday HubHHT H e

Hay RiveR, NoRtHwest teRRitoRies

  All Canadians should have a valid Canadian passport for 
all trips outside Canada. A passport is the only reliable and 
universally accepted identifi cation document, and it proves 
that you have a right to return to Canada. Some countries do 
not require a passport for entry but do require photographic 
identifi cation (such as a driver’s licence) as well as proof of 
Canadian citizenship (such as a birth certifi cate or citizenship 

card). However, this varies from country to country.

The Canadian Government advises travellers to:

• Carry a passport for all trips outside Canada. 
Some countries require that your passport be valid 
for six months beyond your date of entry. Check the 
Country Travel Report for your destination to establish 
whether the six-month rule applies.

• Complete the emergency contact information 
on page 4 when you receive your new passport. 
Passport Canada recommends that you provide the 
name of someone who would not normally accompany 
you.

• Photocopy the identifi cation page of your passport 
and carry this separate from your passport while 
abroad. Also leave one photocopy at home.

Going Somewhere?
Get your Passport!
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Hunter Kraushaar's head 
is filled with strange, obscure 
and random details about his 
favourite superhero. He's been 
encouraged to foster this wild 
imagination in a special pro-
gram that began early this 
year.

Princess Alexandra stu-
dents in grades 4 through 7 
partake in the exploratory 
program four times a year 
and can choose from a variety 
of subjects, based on their 
interests, that relate to music 
or art or volunteerism. This 
time around, Kraushaar chose 
to create a comic strip of his 
own.

Kraushaar created a super-
hero that doesn't have a name, 
but is of the delusional var-
iety. He has a sidekick: Potato 
is a consequential sidekick, 
a remnant from the nameless 
superhero's job at a fast-food 
restaurant from which he was 
fired, coincidentally, because 
of his mental state. 

"After he was fired he 
grabbed Potato as he ran out 
the door," said Kraushaar.  

Potato has a weapon: a 
french-fry no less. Potato is 
to superhero like the goldfish 
was to Jerry McGuire. 

Kraushaar's six-frame 
comic strip is littered with a 
classic good versus evil story, 

a wacky wit and random com-
edic details. 

Superhero sees a bank rob-
ber fleeing the scene and tells 
his sidekick to forge ahead, 
but given sidekick's inanimate 
disposition, superhero must 
settle for using Potato to halt 
bank robber's progress. 

The bank robber is clob-
bered by a well-aimed Potato. 
Police arrive on the scene, 
and delusional superhero is 
congratulated. 

Behind the simple six 
frames is a back story littered 
with detail.

"He only does superhero–
like things when he is delu-
sional," said Kraushaar. "The 
Potato talks about saving other 
potatoes when superhero is 
delusional, but he doesn't do 
anything about it. He's a couch 
potato." 

The premise of the entire 
comic is the unlikely super-
hero is really a homeless man 
living in an alley in the city 
who just happens upon ran-
dom acts of valour. But for 
Kraushaar this isn't any sort of 
social statement.

"I just want it to be ran-
dom," he said. "I watch a lot 
of comedies and I find they 
are really random."

Members of the Grade 5 
class who chose the comic 
strip workshop were brought 
over to the library for part of 
the program. Over the last few 

classes, they have been put-
ting the finishing touches on 
their pieces, and on a recent 
Friday afternoon, Kraushaar 
was adding colour to the last 
of his frames. But this comic 
is something Kraushaar has 
been brewing for some time – 
the details crystal clear in his 
mind as he elaborates piece-
by-piece. 

Although for the most part 
unwavering, these details are 
fast, fresh, and completely 
new, mostly because they 
were invented by Kraushaar 
himself. 

"It broadens their experi-
ences and allows them oppor-
tunity to try new things," said 
literacy coach Dorie Hanson. 
"It's also about choice. That's 
part of the middle school cur-
riculum is allowing them to 
make that choice."

Like all students in Prin-
cess Alexandra School, 
Kraushaar can pick and 
choose which activity he will 
undertake for a certain period 
of time. Over the past eight 
weeks, Kraushaar's inner 
muse emerged.

"This is a great addition 
to the curriculum and also a 
great way to partner with the 
community," said Hanson. "It 
really gives students a flavour 
of other things. We've got a lot 
of budding artists and musi-
cians and this gives them the 
chance to try things out." 

Grade 4 student puts imagination on paper

Young Hay River comic artist 
creates super powers from starch

Angele Cano/NNSL photo

Hunter Kraushaar, 11, has created a comic about a delusional semi-super-
hero with a potato sidekick.

angele Cano
reporter@hayriverhub.com

There are nine girls in Hay River, 
and a few adults too, who may have 
a thing or two to show you about 
wielding a hula hoop. 

A hula-hooping workshop was 
held at the community hall on March 
10, through the PHAB recreation 
program for youth girls. The ses-
sion was inspired by International 
Women's Day on March 8 as an 
activity that women do together. 

The small group was led by Hay 
River newcomer Hannah Orfald-
Clarke, who's been practising her 
skills for more than three years. But 
the females in question didn't just 
learn how to maneuver the hoops: 
they made their own. 

The girls chose between three-
quarter and one-inch rubber irriga-
tion tubing-bought from the hard-
ware store, cut to the length of their 
liking, usually between 10-12 feet, 
and fused the two ends together. 
Then they decorated their creations 
with colourful tape and learned the 
basics. 

"To start out a lot of people strug-

gle with keeping the hoop up," said 
Orfald-Clarke. "When I first started 
I got really frustrated. But I got to 
where I could go for five minutes at 
a time and just kept practising a bit 
each day."

Ten-year-old Kaitlyn Ring, also 
adept at figure skating and gymnas-
tics, seemed to have her alignment 
down pat by the end of the two-hour 
session. 

"It's not so much about moving 
your body in circles," she said. "It's 
more about leaning back and balan-
cing. But anyone can do it as long as 
they have enough practice."

The larger hoops are better for fit-
ness and are easier to balance while 
the smaller ones are better for tricks 
said Orfald-Clarke. The recreation 
department is planning to integrate 
hula-hooping into a few of their fit-
ness classes and may hold another 
workshop in May for people of all 
ages to come and learn how to wield 
the hoops.  

In June, they will hold a family 
hoop-jam – an event that will be 
held outside and people can show off 
their skills or learn new tricks from 
others.

Hula workshop leads to fitness component

Hooped into a new pastime

Angele Cano/NNSL photo

Kaitlyn Ring and recreation programmer emma Harper battle it out to see who can keep their 
hoop up longest. The activity was one of many to teach the art of hula-hooping at an event on 
Saturday.

angele Cano
reporter@hayriverhub.com
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$10 million from Ottawa 
in the works for education

Aurora College plans to have funding details finished before May

The recent federal 
announcement of more dol-
lars towards adult basic edu-
cation in the territory means 
increased resources closer to 
home. 

On Feb. 23, the Canadian 
Northern Economic Develop-
ment Agency (CanNor) 
announced it will provide 
$27 million over five years to 
expand adult basic education 
in Nunavut, Yukon and the 
NWT. Ten million dollars of 
this goes to Aurora College in 
the NWT. 

But before the college can 
release its strategy to dole out 
the funds, it is undertaking 
a heavy consultation process 
and intensive research. 

The college should have a 
formula by April's end, said 
Heather McCagg-Nystrom, 
chair of the school of develop-
mental studies and acting 
vice-president for community 
extensions at Aurora College. 

"We're undertaking a pro-
cess that was part of the nego-
tiations to get the funding in 
the first place," she said.  "We 
need to make sure we're con-
sulting not only government 
but Skills NWT, other NGOs 

– the list is exhaustive."
The NWT Literacy Coun-

cil will be consulted on how to 
administer the 
new initiative, 
the Northern 
Adult Basic 
E d u c a t i o n 
Program. The 
aim is to help 
Nor ther ners 
move on to 
post-second-
ary education 
or engage in more job-specif-
ic training. 

"The council is very 
pleased to be invited to be 
part of the planning process 

for this program," said execu-
tive director Helen Balanoff. 
"This new funding will make a 

broader range 
of programs 
and services 
available and 
allow more 
N o r t h e r n -
ers to benefit 
from the eco-
nomic oppor-
tunities in the 
NWT."

Currently the college has 
$600,000 to take it to the 
fiscal year end of March 31. 
From April 1 onwards the 
college will be implementing 

the CanNor funds along with 
a portion of funding – $5 mil-
lion – that they receive from 
the Department of Education, 
Culture and Employment for 
Adult Basic Literacy Educa-
tion.

This is part of a larger 
strategy in relation to NWT 
literacy scores released in a 
2006 International Adult Lit-
eracy and Skills Survey.

"It's trying to really bring 
about a change in literacy 
in the territory but to make 
that direct linkage between 
comprehension and numer-
acy to skills in workplace or 
post-secondary education," 

said McCagg-Nystrom.  "This 
money is really a blessing. It 
allows us an opportunity to 
look at innovation and how 
to teach."

So far Aurora College in 
Hay River has been able to 
expand its salary dollars so 
current staff can offer more 
programming to students at a 
distance. 

"At the end of the day, 
this funding is to increase 
literacy skills in the North," 
said McCagg-Nystrom. "But 
it needs to be able to translate 
into competencies in the job 
market and post-secondary 
education."

angele Cano
reporter@hayriverhub.com

t 

"This money is 
really a blessing." 
Heather McCagg-Nystroms
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A spur of the moment idea 
in Enterprise has turned into 
a business, bringing environ-
mentally-friendly baby prod-
ucts into the Hay River com-
munity.

New mom 
T h e r e s a 
Klassen has 
opened up 
her own baby 
b o u t i q u e 
called Babies 
Gone Green.

Selling out 
of her home 
from an online store, Klas-
sen developed the idea after 
the arrival of her daughter 
Elizabeth, when she realized 
that the availability of green 
baby products in town was 
extremely limited.

"There is not much up here 
for that," she said. "I figured 
if I could do it for her, why 
not do it for everyone else."

She said the idea was not 

pre-planned, having only 
created Babies Gone Green 
mid-February. She already 
has nine products available 
and is planning on adding 
reusable diapers and wraps to 
her inventory within the next 
month. 

The baby lotions, soaps, 
powders and 
bubble baths 
are all Can-
adian made, 
ordered from 
Maple Creek 
Soapworks in 
Edmonton.

"I wanted 
to stay Can-

adian-made to help support 
the Canadian economy," she 
said. 

She added that the dia-
pers she will be ordering will 
be coming from British Col-
umbia. And all the products 
are environmentally friendly, 
making them safer for young 
skin.

"Many store-bought prod-
ucts have petroleum byprod-

ucts in them and it's really 
not healthy for the baby," said 
Klassen. "And diapers can 
take 100 years to decompose 
and we have no incinerator 
in our landfill so they just sit 
there. These products are bet-
ter for the environment and 
better for the baby's skin."

Klassen's website is still 
under construction, but she 
said there has already been 
some interest in her products.

"I have sold some products 
already," she said. "It's a step 
to see if it's worth it. I will 
start with a small number of 
products and see if there is 
an interest and expand from 
there."

But not all of her work 
will be done from home.

"I am going to set up some 
parties," said Klassen. "I am 
going to call Treehouse and 
Growing Together and bring 
in some products and sam-
ples. I want to do it more that 
way as opposed to strictly 
online. You get the hands on 
and you get to test out the 

products and see if you like 
them."

And for those Canadian's 
without small children, Klas-
sen has added a product to 
her store that may spike some 
interest.

"We have hockey puck 
soaps for the hockey fan-
atics," she said. "They are 
official size and you can even 
make your own labels for 
them with your own logo. I 
know it's not baby related but 
it is a handmade soap."

Theresa Klassen was 
inspired to create 

an environmentally- 
friendly baby product 

shop in Enterprise. 
She has set up an 

online store and will 
be making frequent 

party stops in Hay 
River to allow other 

new moms to check 
out her stock.

Kristen campbell/nnsL photo

Kristen Campbell
editor@hayriverhub.com

Green babies, green world
Enterprise resident opens environmentally-friendly product shop

t 

"We have hockey 
puck soaps for the 
hockey fanatics." 

Theresa Klassens
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More than half a dozen 
people, mostly women, gath-
ered in a circle on Thursday 
night to share in a way that 
would have been more contro-
versial only decades previous. 

International Women's 
Day was celebrated around 
the world on March 8 and 
Hay River joined in during 
the evening. The event was led 
by Stephanie Yuill, performer 
and this year's producer of the 
Vagina Monologues in Yellow-
knife. The performances are 
held around the world to raise 
awareness about ending vio-
lence towards women and rais-
ing money to help local and 
related causes. 

Against a backdrop of 
photos, textiles and paintings 
completed by local women, a 

group of all ages gathered to 
share their stories of Northern 
women in relation to the day. 
Among the topics of discussion 
were body image, confidence, 
self-esteem and the process of 
sharing stories itself. 

"The idea of the evening 
was to get some dialogue going 
about women as individuals 
affecting the lives of others," 
said Yuill. "So as you could 
see, there was not really a 
structure because the discus-
sion could go down many sin-
gle paths or multiple paths."

life stories
Some women spoke of how 

they ended up in the North, 
some spoke of the inter-gen-
erational differences and chal-
lenges in relating to each other 
as women.

Hay River Youth Cen-
tre program director Marissa 

Oteiza said it is one of her 
many challenges to encourage 
adolescent girls to share their 
feelings.

"It's important for our gen-
eration and those to come to 
take back what's important and 
that includes time spent togeth-
er," she said. "A lot of times we 
think it's right to shut down 
and not feel anything but it's 
more courageous to be vulner-
able and tell our stories."

The day has been observed 
since the 1900s, but many 
noted that this was probably in 
a very different way. 

"I remember when the 
first bikini appeared on the 
beaches," said Vicky Latour. 
"It was a horror. It was a scan-
dal. My parents were brought 
up Edwardian. They came here 
after the war and we are still 
influenced by that."

Although the evening was 

much about sharing and keep-
ing an open dialogue, Yuill 
said there is still attention 
that needs to be paid to issues 
facing women today and sup-
porting women locally. 

"I think (in) younger and 
older women, self-esteem 

can still be really fragile," 
said Yuill. "I think gathering 
together as women and shar-
ing and realizing that we're not 
alone in some of the problems 
that we face is really import-
ant."

Yuill said this is the first 
time an event like this has been 
held in Hay River. She stressed 
the importance of realizing 
violence against women is 
something that is still present 
in our society. 

"Violence is definitely 
prevalent in the North and 
that's something we need to be 
aware of," said Yuill. "Violence 
against women is still present 
in our society. It happens in 
our country. So we need to 
have a global awareness and 
be able to share these stories to 
keep the momentum going."

Throughout the month 
the artwork featured in the 
library's mini-gallery will be 
pieces by local women.

International Women's Day celebrated 
with storytelling, discussions in Hay River

Women come together to share
angele Cano

reporter@hayriverhub.com

Angele Cano/NNSL photo

international women's Day was celebrated in Hay River through storytelling, 
discussion and a sharing circle at the library on March 8.
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By now, many people 
across the territory, Canada 
and the world are familiar with 
the date April 20, 2012, and 
the humanitarian event associ-
ated with it.

It marks Kony 2012, a 
movement started by a Califor-

nia-based group called Invis-
ible Children to shed light on 
a Ugandan warlord recruiting 
youth to use as child soldiers.

Joseph Kony is becoming a 
more commonplace name after 
a video released on March 5 by 
the organization went viral.

Invisible Children's Can-
adian representative, Kyla 
Hackett said the purpose of the 

video is to create awareness 
and encourage the American 
government to help aid in the 
arrest of Kony.

Hackett back in October 
2011 the Government of the 
United States signed on to sup-
port their cause, by encour-
aging the arrest of Kony.

"We believe we have a one-
year span to make this count," 
said Hackett, "to show the 
community that this must end 
and we are doing this while 
we have the international sup-
port."

Hackett said this year the 
organization is aiming to gain 
the support of 20 culture mak-
ers, including Justin Bieber, 
and 12 policy makers. Included 
among the policy makers is 
Prime Minister Stephen Harp-
er, she said, whom they are 
still waiting to hear from.

She said the best thing 
locals can do, similar to what 
Hay River will be doing, is to 
create ways to encourage these 
people.

"What locals can do is any 
possible creative way to get Mr. 
Harper's attention to encourage 
this effort," said Hackett.

And creating awareness is 
exactly what Hay River resi-
dents plan to do.

During the early evening 
hours of March 5, a Facebook 
event popped up to request 
that residents attend "Cover the 
Night" on April 20 as a way of 
making the cause known.

But for organizer Marissa 
Oteiza, the event is more about 
discussion than promoting the 
Kony 2012 brand.

"I have been talking to 
people about what would be 
more appropriate for Hay River 
and we decided we would just 

meet on April 20 to have a 
round table discussion," said 
Oteiza, "just a talk night. We 
will talk about Invisible Chil-
dren, talk about Kony, discuss 
the issues and decide what we 
as a community want to do 
to support or not support this 
program."

Her initial reaction was one 
of shock, which caused her to 
look to get involved on a local 
scale. She said the situation 
was serious and she wanted to 
help spread awareness.

And as awareness spread 
around town, comments started 
to arise regarding some of the 
controversial aspects of Invis-
ible Children, including where 
the funding goes and whether 
or not the group is a scam.

And with that in mind the 
focus of the group shifted, but 
only slightly.

"It seemed like there was a 
lot of support for it at first, and 
then there were some issues 
because there's been reports 
of people wondering if this is 
a scam and there was a lot of 
controversy, so instead of it 
becoming an event it became 
an open forum where people 
can discuss the issue," said 
Oteiza. 

"The main part is I want 
people to be aware of the issue 
and allow people to make their 
own decisions on the issue. If 
people are wanting to com-
ment then they are free to com-
ment and if people are feeling 
unsure on what stance to take, 
read into it and look into both 
sides of issue."

"Whether or not (Invisible 
Children) is doing the right 
thing, its still important for 
people to know what Kony has 
done in the past," she said.

Hay River youth 
join international cause

Event inspired by viral video about Ugandan warlord
Kristen Campbell
editor@hayriverhub.com


