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M 
ike Wilgosh and his team know 
a thing or two about renovations 

– they're in the middle of one! After over 
40 years of providing Hay River with top-
quality customer service, Home Building 
Centre is going through a complete over-
haul to provide Hay River residents with 
the best in building tools, products and 
expertise.
Homeowners looking to improve their 
curb appeal will find a wide variety of 
materials to suit their project. New fenc-
ing, decks and landscaping are all great 
ways to spruce up the exterior of your 
home.
Home Building Centre offers a number 
of products to assist you, including con-
crete for retaining walls and barbeque 
pits, a wide variety of fencing, and the 
best lumber selection in town for that 
brand new shed or deck. Just bring in 
your plans and Mike and his helpful staff 
will give you estimates on everything you 
need, and even deliver it to your door.
“There's no job too big or too small for 
us to supply,” according to Wilgosh, and 
those needing some extra help with their 
renovation projects are given free advice 
on local contractors to work with for all 
their renovation needs.
Wilgosh expects that DIY projects will 
be a huge hit with customers, and many 

aspiring builders come in with plans ob-
tained from the internet and store staff 
gladly offer to help with sourcing materi-
als. His advice for homeowners looking 
to do a quick project on their own?
“Painting or staining a fence, deck, or 
even the house itself can make your 
home look attractive and bring up curb 
appeal. Even building simple planter 
boxes for your backyard can make it 
more homey and inviting.”
Upgrading the exterior is an easy way to 
inject new life into the look of your home, 
and can be as simple as replacing the 
siding, shingles or windows. Wilgosh ex-
pects to see more bold colours become 
the trend in upcoming seasons, as more 
homeowners shy away from traditional 
sidings.
The store is open throughout the renova-
tions, and customers are invited to come 
in and see the work in progress. Every-
thing from front to back is being com-
pletely re-done, and brand new products 
are expected to hit the shelves after the 
grand re-opening in June.
Hay River's Home Building Centre has all 
your home renovation needs, and with 
Mike leading his staff, you can be sure 
to get the best materials, best value and 
best advice. After all, it's homeowners 
helping homeowners with expert advice.

Over 40 years of building and customer service experience awaits you at Hay 
River Home Building Centre, on Studney Drive.

Home Building Centre
knows renovations
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Common Home Renovation

Dos & Don'ts of Kitchen Remodels

Underestimating the scope of the project
Some homeowners don't quite realize how big of a commitment they've made until 
they've started knocking down walls. Understanding the scope of the project, including 
the amount of demolition and reconstruction involved and the length of time needed, 
can help avoid much of the stress that comes with renovations. For example, a bath-
room renovation might require removing drywall, reinforcing the floor to accommodate 
a new bathtub or shower, and the installation of new plumbing and wiring behind walls. 
Such a renovation is far more detailed than simply replacing the faucets, and should be 
planned for accordingly.

Not establishing a budget
Develop a project budget to make sure your projects don't drain your finances. If you're 
so limited in funds that you cannot afford the materials you prefer, postpone your proj-
ect and save money so you can do it right at a later time. It's easy to overspend without 
a budget in place, and failing to account for additional expenses can put you in financial 
peril down the line. Also, worrying about coming up with the money to pay for materials 
and labour can induce stress, so avoid the anxiety by being firm with your spending.

Making trendy or over-personal improvements
Those who plan to stay in their homes for the long run have more free reign when it 
comes to the decor, so creating a superhero-themed man cave or painting a bedroom 
hot pink isn't entirely out of the question. If your goal is to eventually sell your home, 
then it might be best to put away the overtly personal touches, as it may make the 
property less appealing to prospective buyers. Trends come and go, so if you ultimately 
plan on selling, choose renovations that are timeless and will look beautiful through the 
ages and avoid bold options that may only appeal to a small niche of buyers.

Forgetting to properly vet your workers
It's important to vet your contractor, but don't forget to also check out potential subcon-
tractors. Contractors often look to subcontractors to perform certain parts of a job, and 
it's your responsibility to make sure they're up to the task. Otherwise, failing to do so 
may prove costly.

Expecting everything to go as planned
Optimism is great, but realistically, not everything is going to run smoothly. Knowing 
what could potentially go wrong puts you in a better position to handle any problems, 
should they arise. The project might go off without a hitch, but being prepared for a few 
hiccups along the way will save you some headaches.

Overestimating your “DIY” ability
Overzealous homeowners might see a renovation project in a magazine, online or on 
TV and think that they've got the chops to do it themselves to save a few pennies. The 
reality is, unless you have the tools and skills necessary to do the work, trying to tackle 
the work yourself can be problematic and cause you to spend more money in the end. 
Leave the work to a professional if you aren't 100 percent sure of your ability to do a 
home renovation yourself.

Kitchen renovations have long been a safe way to improve the functionality 
and value of a home, but not every project is guaranteed a winner. Homeowners 

may unintentionally make changes that stick out, rather than compliment and improve 
the space. The next time you consider remodeling your kitchen, use these dos and 
don'ts to guide your decisions.

DO consider the way your kitchen will look with the rest of the home. For example, a 
farmhouse sink and country cabinets can look out of place in an ultra-modern home. 
Keep architectural integrity in mind when designing the space.

DON'T overlook the importance of a seasoned designer or architect. These pros will 
know the tricks to maximizing space and achieving the ideal layout of appliances and 
may be able to recommend local contractors and vendors.

DO look beyond surface details to the structural integrity of the design. A kitchen should 
be both beautiful and functional.

DON'T design just for today; look to the future as well. Unless you're willing to spend 
$50,000 every five years, look for styles and materials that will both last and not look 
dated. Older homeowners may want to make adjustments now that address potential 
mobility issues down the road.

DO work with what you have. A complete demo and reno is not always necessary to 
achieve the desired results. Only invest in major changes if something isn't working or 
is unsafe. Otherwise, minor upgrades may just do the trick.

DON'T over-improve the space. A fully-equipped commercial-grade kitchen might be 
useful to a professional chef, but the average person probably won't need an industrial 
stove hood and indoor brick pizza oven. You also might not be able to recoup as much 
of the money spent on your home because it won't be on par with the value of other 
homes in the neighbourhood.

DO make sure you can afford the project. Plan for unexpected purchases and plan out 
the remodel according to your budget. Skimping on materials or design because you 
lack funds may leave you feeling dissatisfied with the outcome afterward.

H 
omeowners looking to turn their house into a home that re-
flects their tastes often look to renovation projects to add that 

personal touch. However, those that do may find that things don't 
always go as planned—around 85 percent of homeowners find re-
modeling to be more stressful than actually buying a house! If you 
plan on doing some major remodeling work in the future, make the 
process go more smoothly by avoiding these common pitfalls.

MISTAKES

Understanding the scope of the project can help avoid much of the stress that 
comes with renovations.

When renovating your kitchen, choose styles and materials that will both last 
and not look dated.
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Roof
The roof takes a beating during the win-
ter, and you should examine it yearly for 
cracked, missing or deformed shingles 
that can allow water to enter and dam-
age the interior. Some damage might be 
visible from the ground, but homeowners 
may want to climb up themselves or hire a 
professional to get a closer look. Another 
way to check if your roof was damaged is 
to go up into your attic and check for water 
damage near trusses—water damage is 
an indicator you might have sprung a leak 
over the winter.

Walkways 
and Driveways
Heavy snowfall or ice build-up can result in 
cracked or damaged walkways, driveways 
and porches, some of which may have 
resulted from aggressive shoveling or ice 
chipping. Look for any cracks in areas that 
needed shoveling over the winter, as they 
can be safety hazards and potentially let 
water and critters sneak into your home.

Landscaping
Landscaping also tends to take a hit over 
harsh winters. Storms and heavy winds 

may damage trees, which can put your 
home right in the line of falling limbs or 
worse. Walk around your property to in-
spect for tree damage, remove fallen 
branches and cut down any that appear 
dead or might turn into a safety hazard. 
Also, be sure to check your lawn for any 
dead spots in the grass, so that you can 
revitalize them come spring.

Appliances
After a long winter, inspect appliances, 
such as central air conditioning or dryer 
vents, to make sure they made it through 
unscathed. Vents make attractive nest-
ing spots for small animals, and they can 
cause significant damage if left to their 
own devices for too long.

Gutters
Gutters are vulnerable to winter weather, 
as strong winds may blow debris into them 
or even blow them right off your house! 
Clean your gutters before and after win-
ter to ensure they work properly and are 
not backed up to the point where water 
can overflow and damage your roof. Reat-
tach any that are hanging loose, and clear 
them of any debris left behind by winter 
winds.

If you experience a leak in your home's roof you can choose to make the repair 
yourself or hire a professional roofing contractor to complete the repair.

Help Your Home Rebound 
from Harsh Winter Weather

W inter is a taxing season on the exterior of your home, with the harsh weather 
taking its toll on roofs, gutters, landscaping and just about everything else that's 

exposed to the elements. The following are a few areas that might need some help re-
bounding from the icy cold, now that spring has arrived.
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M 
any people choose to renovate for a variety of reasons. Although many improvements are made to increase 
the functionality and comfort of a home, others are seen as worthwhile investments. These investments can 

lead to a higher resale value when the time comes to sell a home. Certain projects are historically known to provide a 
greater return on homeowners' investments than others. The following renovation tips can add beauty to your home 
and generate great returns if and when you put it up for sale.

Invest in your kitchen. Kitchen remodels are a safe bet 
when it comes to putting money into improving a home. 
It's a room you're bound to spend a great deal of time in, 
but a dated, dysfunctional kitchen can detract from the 
value of a home, even if the rest of the house is in good 
shape. Even minor improvements can work wonders – a 
deluxe renovation isn't necessary to create a whole new 
look for a kitchen.

Look to paint. Paint is one of the least expensive im-
provement materials and can have significant impact on 
the appearance of a home. Neutral, modern colours can 
easily liven up any space, and using low-VOC paint means 
you can advertise an eco-friendly home.

Add another bathroom. Multiple 
bathrooms are an attractive selling 
point in any home, especially those 
that are older and may not have been 
equipped with more than one. Find-
ing extra space for a bathroom can be 
tricky, but consider closets, areas un-
der stairs, or even taking space from 
another room. Home improvement 
channel HGTV advises that half-bath-
rooms require at least 18 square feet 
of space, while full baths need 30 to 
35 square feet to accommodate a 
shower or bathtub.

Revamp the HVAC system. Aesthetic 
improvements aren't the only ones 
that add value to a home. Many buy-

ers are eager to purchase a house with new heating and 
cooling systems, as it's understood that furnaces and air 
conditioning units are substantial investments that can 
last for years. Other improvements, such as adding attic 
insulation or replacing older windows and doors with more 
energy efficient options, are also smart investments.

Add illumination to rooms. A dark home is a dreary 
home, and adding light significantly improves the appeal 
of your house to buyers. Include things such as overhead 
and accent lighting, or even under-cabinet task lighting 
for an elegant touch. Skylights and sun tubes can bring 
natural light into rooms that may not have south- or west-
facing windows.

Construct a deck addition. Outdoor living spaces have 
become more desirable, especially after the growing pop-
ularity of “staycations”. Decks and patios can make back-
yards more appealing to prospective buyers. The scope 
of your investment will depend on the size and design 
of your addition, and doing the work yourself can cut the 
cost of a new deck in half. However, only attempt it if you 
have the tools and experience to do so.

Improve curb appeal. Adding attractive landscaping and 
freshening up the entryway can add considerable value 
to your home, as the exterior will always be judged first 
by buyers. Completely renovated interiors may never be 
seen if you don't leave a good first impression. Classy, 
subtle changes, such as well-placed shrubbery and a 
green lawn, can work wonders. As well, a freshly-painted 
front door and well-lit entryway will make your home look 
inviting.

Multiple bathrooms are an attractive selling point in 
any home.

Add value to your 
home by renovating
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Blue: To create a serene, 
spa-like environment, look 
to shades of blue in soft 
variations. Cool blues are 
soothing colours that can 
help lower stress levels and 
promote sleep, which is why the colour 
is a frequent fixture in bedrooms and 
bathrooms. That said, too much blue can 
make a room appear cold and stark, so 
be sure to balance it with some warmer 
accents.

Orange: Most people don't 
immediately consider bright 
orange as an appealing wall 
colour, but when used as an 
accent, orange can brighten 
up a room. Orange is considered a colour 
that expands creativity and imparts a 
youthful appearance to a space. Consider 
an orange accent wall or burst of colour 
with orange throw pillows. If pumpkin is a 
little too bold for your taste, tone it down by 
choosing a more pastel, peachy hue.

Red: Red stimulates energy 
and appetite, which is why 
the colour is so popular 
in restaurants and home 
dining spaces. Red is a good 
choice for rooms used for social 
gatherings, but should be avoided for 
bedrooms where it may be overstimulating.

Green: Green evokes 
composure and tranquility 
and can work in any room in 
the house. Since green is the 
primary colour of nature, it 
works well for those who want to 
bring some of the outdoors inside. To make 
green feel less subdued and sleepy, work 
with its complimentary opposite, red, by 
using bold red accents here and there to 
balance it.

Purple: People have long 
associated purple with royalty, 
and this dramatic colour can 
add a formal, regal flair to 
a room. In paler shades of 
lavender, the colour is almost 
ethereal and spiritual. Some designers 
suggest avoiding purple in bedrooms as it 
can be stimulating to the brain.

Yellow: Few colours are more 
vibrant than yellow, which can 
help stimulate conversation 
and focus your thoughts. 
A luminous shade of yellow 
can instantly make any space 
welcoming and bright, but make sure 
to use it sparingly as it can be 
overwhelming. Yellow accents mixed with 
a touch of purple can balance a yellow 
room and make it more appealing to 
residents and guests.

Find the right paint colours 
and shades for your lifestyle
Painting is one of the easiest and least expensive ways to 

transform the look of a space. The colours homeowners choose 
for their walls can give rooms their own unique feel and even affect 
the moods of the people within them. Finding the right shade for a 
bedroom or kitchen involves more than just selecting the first colour 
that catches your eye. Design experts and psychologists both say it 
may be worthwhile to choose a colour that helps you feel good, rather 
than following current design trends. The colour you pick may add 
energy to a space or create a tranquil retreat where you can unwind 
at the end of the day.
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H 
ome renovations are exciting for homeowners, as they get to see their dream 
homes take shape right before their eyes. Turning an outdated bathroom into a 

modern oasis, or an empty basement into the ultimate man cave strengthens the at-
tachment homeowners have with their homes. That said, few home renovation projects 
go from start to finish without experiencing a few bumps along the way. Some of these 
bumps can be difficult for first-time renovators; however, there are many ways for novices 
to navigate the occasionally murky waters of home improvement projects and come out 
unscathed at the end.

When working with contractors, make 
sure to get all agreements in writing and 
spell out exactly what you desire in your 
renovation. Photo references can pro-
vide guidelines to contractors and archi-
tects, and ask for the full picture of what 
to expect with the work, from demoli-
tion to the punch list. Knowing what lies 
ahead can keep you grounded through 
the project.

Discuss the work every day 
and set payment schedules. 
Make payments contingent 
on work completed, which 
can help keep contractors 
on schedule. Paying for all work up-
front creates problems by not pro-
viding incentive for workers to be 
timely and efficient. Avoid being at 
a disadvantage and check in daily 
to get progress reports.

Have reasonable expectations. 
A renovation project may exceed 
its budget and take longer than 
expected to complete. Under-
standing that these potential 
setbacks might occur, will make 
it easier to handle them when 
your foreman brings them up.

Accept the mess. Construction is messy. 
It's next to impossible to maintain a pris-
tine house when contractors are in and 
out all day. A home in disarray can be 
stressful, but as long as you continue to 
visualize the end result, the mess won't 
bother you so much.

Establish a contingency plan. Bathroom 
and kitchen renovations are typically 

the most disruptive home improve-
ment projects. Going without 
a kitchen can make it difficult 
to prepare and enjoy meals 

at home, while remodeling a 
bathroom may require you to navi-

gate water shutoffs. If your project is 
scheduled to last several months, cre-
ate a contingency plan to deal with the 
speed bumps it may create. Speak with 
friends and family about using some of 
their home amenities, and prepare fro-
zen meals in advance so you can “cook” 
if you don't have access to your stove.

Plan an escape. Sometimes the con-
stant noise and mess from construction 
is too much for even the most patient of 
people. Give yourself some time out of 
the house by visiting relatives or staying 
at a hotel. Even a single night away can 
provide the relief you need.

Accept the mess. Construction is messy. It's next to impossible to maintain 
a pristine house when contractors are in and out all day.

Dealing with home renovation

✔TIPS
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