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Welcome to Hay River, the Hub of the North. A small 
town on the southern shore of Great Slave Lake, our 
Northern hospitality is sure to surpass your expectations. 
Be sure to take time to experience the town and people, 
who are friendly, helpful and always happy to see visitors.

The Hay River Visitor Information Centre should be 
your first stop, and is a must-visit location where staff 
can provide information, answer any questions and offer 
suggestions about what to see and do.

Jared Monkman/NNSL Photo
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To learn more about the First Nations heritage of the town and area, swing by the 
K’atl’odeeche First Nation Reserve and visit the Dene Cultural Institute, both located on the 
east bank of the Hay River. 

With Hay River’s many parks and campgrounds, there are several spots to stop and take in 
the scenery. The Hay River Territorial Park and Campground, located on Vale Island, is a 
must-see. Be sure to bring your camera.

There is air and bus service between the town and Yellowknife year-round, and visitors can 
rent everything from canoes to snowmobiles to take their trip to a new level.

Walk the sandy beaches in the summer and take in the sunrise and sunset over Great Slave 
Lake. Do some world-class fishing, take in the local culture and history, or just sit by the 
campfire and admire the Northern Lights. There’s no end to what you can do in Hay River, the 
Hub of the North.



By Road
It takes 12 hours to get to Hay River from 
Edmonton. Begin your journey on the 
Mackenzie Highway north of Grimshaw, 
Alberta. From there, head north past High 
Level to the NWT-Alberta border, where  
Alberta Highway 35 turns into Northwest 
Territories Highway 1.

Continue along Highway 1 to Enterprise, 
where you’ll find the junction to turn off onto 
Highway 2. The road follows the Hay River 
Gorge the entire way into town.

By Bus
Greyhound Canada provides a daily bus 
service between Edmonton and Hay River. 
Once you arrive, Frontier Coachlines NWT can 
take you to a number of other communities 
throughout the Territory.

By Air
Northwestern Air Lease provides direct flights 
between Hay River and Edmonton, while 
First Air offers flights between Hay River and 
Yellowknife. From there, a number of southern 
connections are available through flights from 
First Air, Canadian North, Westjet, Air Canada 
or Air North.

Yellowknife

6  GETTING HERE
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Road  Distance
Driving to Hay River and/or beyond? 
Use this chart to figure out your travel 
time when planning your trip.

Edmonton, AB 1100 km

Grande Prairie, AB 765 km

Peace River, AB 609 km

High Level, AB 315 km

NT/AB Border 122 km

Enterprise, NT 38 km

Fort Smith, NT 272 km

Yellowknife, NT 484 km

Driving Tips
Although you don’t need 4-wheel drive to 
get to Yellowknife, it’s best to make sure your 
vehicle is mechanically sound before making 
the journey up North. Service centres are few 
and far between, and much of the highway 
goes through very isolated areas. Make your trip 
hassle-free by following this advice:

Keep your fuel tank as full as possible.

Carry a good spare tire and car jack, first aid 
kit, tow rope, flares, axe, knife, matches, and 
candles.

Pack extra food and water, and during the 
summer, make sure you have extra windshield 
washer fluid – the bugs will make a mess! Don’t 
forget bug spray either.

If you’re driving in the winter, carry extra warm 
clothes and a sleeping bag for each person in 
the vehicle.

Drive with caution if you encounter wood bison. 
They may seem docile, but will charge vehicles 
if aggravated. If you see them on the road, stop 
and wait for them to pass. Also avoid driving 
at night, as bison are near impossible to spot in 
the dark.
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?Moving?
Need Power
Contact Northland Utilities located in 
the Godwin Mall in downtown Hay River.

Phone: (867) 874-6879
Toll-Free: 1-800-264-5313
Fax: (867) 874-6829
1 - 66 Woodland Drive, Hay River 

Office hours:
8:30 am - 4:30 pm I Monday - Friday
Emergency service is available 24 hours a day

?? Communities Served

• Hay River

• K’atl’odeeche First Nation

• Enterprise

• Dory Point

• Fort Providence

• Kakisa

• Sambaa K’e

• Wekweeti

HAY RIVER   VISITORS   GUIDE   2017
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“The Hub” is one of the NWT’s main 
transportation centres and boasts air, rail and 
water connections to Alberta and the rest of 
the Territory. Its prime location at the mouth 
of the Hay River made it an ideal spot for Slave 
Dene to set up fish camps almost 800 years 
ago.

A more permanent settlement was founded 
on the eastern bank of the river by Dene 
Chief Chiatlo in the second half of the 19th 
century. In 1868, the Hudson’s Bay Company 
established the first permanent building in the 
area, soon followed by an RCMP detachment 
and hospital.

The town expanded to Vale Island by the 
late 1930s. During World War II, U.S. Army 
Engineering Corps built a gravel runway on 
the island to act as a staging area for the 
construction of the Canol Road project.

In 1945, the Canadian Government signed 
an agreement with Alberta to build an 
all-weather road from Grimshaw to Hay 
River. This road, constructed between 
1946 and 1948, would come to be known 
as the Mackenzie Highway. Commercial 
fishing activities began on Great Slave Lake 
and encouraged the growth of the small 
community.

 

Flooding in the 60s forced residents to 
relocate from Vale Island to the mainland; 
this time, on the western bank of the river. This 
“New Town” area would be the focus of any 
new development, with the original settlement 
on the island becoming Hay River’s “Old 
Town”.

The settlement achieved official town status 
in 1963, and the following year, the Mackenzie 
Northern Railway was constructed, making 
Hay River the northernmost point in North 
America connected to the continental rail 
system.

The 1970s was a decade of economic growth 
for Hay River and the surrounding region, with 
oil exploration, increased shipping activity, 
and the town’s role as a supply centre leading 
the development. Agriculture came into the 
picture at the end of the decade, as the federal 
government lifted a land freeze on 3,200 acres 
of land in the Hay River valley.

In 1984, the Hay River Visitor Information 
Centre opened, welcoming increased traffic 
from visitors traveling North. The opening of 
the Hay River Heritage Centre in Old Town in 
2000 further cemented the town’s position 
as a true “Hub” of culture, industry and 
transportation for the NWT.

Paul Bickford/NNSL Photo

HISTORY  9
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Hay River Reserve
Home to the K’atl’odeeche First Nation, 
the reserve is located on the east bank of 
the Hay River. You can reach it via an access 
road off Highway 5, even though it’s right 
across the river from town. Here you can find 
information and interpretive displays that 
describe the history and culture of the upper 
Mackenzie Valley Dene. The reserve hosts 
a spring carnival that features plenty of fun 
winter activities and old-time fiddling and 
jigging.

Yamozha Kue  
(Dene Cultural Institute)
This cultural centre, whose mandate is to 
preserve Dene culture by sharing it with 
Dene and non-Dene alike, is located on the 
Reserve Highway, just a short distance from 
the KFN Band Office.

Soaring Eagle Friendship 
Centre
The Soaring Eagle Friendship Centre is a 
non-profit Aboriginal organization and 
cultural meeting place, where visitors can 
learn about local tradition, attend a drum 
dance, browse arts and crafts, or take in tea 
and bingo. The centre hosts “The Biggest 
Fiddling and Jigging Championship North of 
60” every year over the Labour Day weekend.

ABORIGINAL CULTURE  11

The Hay River area is home to 
two First Nations: the West Point 
First Nation, and the K’atl’odeeche 
(pronounced “hat-low-day”) First 
Nation. Both work tirelessly to 
keep their heritage intact in an 
ever-changing modern world. A 
vibrant and rich Métis community 
also calls Hay River home.
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Tanning & Beadwork
Traditional tanning is a labour-intensive 
activity that can take up to two weeks to 
complete. A lengthy process of soaking, 
scraping, drying and smoking, tanning is used 
to soften the hide and make it pliable for 
clothes-making. Moose and caribou are most 
commonly used.

Hide clothing is often decorated with 
intricate glass beadwork. The Hudson’s Bay 
Company introduced brightly-coloured beads 
to the area around the mid-19th century, 
and led to new designs and patterns as they 
were easier to work with than porcupine 
quills. Floral designs eventually replaced the 
geometric patterns that quills were limited to, 
and distinct regional styles emerged across 
the Territory.

Northern arts and crafts are 
a reminder of the Northwest 
Territories’ visual history and culture, 
distinguished by the use of unique 
materials steeped in centuries-old 
tradition and legend. Inspired and 
sourced from nature, northern art gives 
shoppers and art collectors much to 
choose from.

If you’re looking for the perfect 
souvenir from your visit to the North, 
look no further than Hay River’s many 
Aboriginal artisans and craftspeople. 
Time and painstaking effort goes into 
making hand-sewn moccasins, lavishly 
decorated with beads, embroidery or 
tuftings; beaded vests and jackets, 
moose hair and caribou tuftings; 
and hand-crafted drums, integral to 
Aboriginal ceremonies.

You can purchase all these and more 
at various locations around Hay River. 
Be sure to go home with a gift that’s as 
unique as the place it came from.

12  NORTHERN ARTS
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Tufting
A Métis woman named Mrs. Boniface 
Lafferty is credited with developing the 
unique craft of tufting shortly after World 
War I in the Fort Simpson area. Her inspiration 
was a resident nun who did “punchwork” with 
wool. Mrs. Lafferty adapted this technique 
using moose hair instead, and refined the art 
over many years.

Moose hair is the most common material 
used for tufting. White hairs are plucked from 
the hide by hand during the tanning process, 
then sorted, washed and dyed. Bundles of 
dyed hairs are then gathered and a thread is 
sewn through the backing material, around 
the bundle, and then back. The thread is then 
pulled tight and knotted to make the hair 
stand up in a tuft.

Once the design is complete, the ends of the 
hair are trimmed and sculpted into the desired 
shape. Tufting is often used to decorate 
moose hide clothing, such as slippers and 
mittens, and sometimes designs are sewn 
onto canvas-backed velvet or birchbark and 
framed as an art piece.
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Birchbark Baskets & Quillwork
Most baskets made today are primarily 
decorative objects, but traditionally, 
birchbark baskets were used for carrying 
water, berries, tools, bait, and even for 
cooking. The natural waxes in the bark make 
it waterproof and resistant to rot.

Bark is harvested in late spring or early 
summer, when it’s easiest to peel from the 
trees. It’s then decorated with quillwork or 
by scraping through the layers of bark to 
produce a design, and then sewn together 
using spruce roots.

Quillwork is a craft that has been around for 
centuries, yet had nearly been lost with the 
introduction of manufactured glass beads. 
Quills are harvested from a live porcupine, 
and are cleaned of their natural grease 
before being dyed with commercial dyes. 
These quills are then kept soft and pliable, 
so they can be flattened and sewn into 
delicate patterns seen on baskets, clothing or 
accessories.

NORTHERN ARTS  13
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It’s a fact that when you’re traveling 
through the Hay River area—be it driving, 
canoeing or walking—that the vast 
wilderness will take your breath away. With 
a good chance of seeing some wonderful 
wildlife, spectacular scenery or interesting 
people, it pays to have your camera with you 
at all times.

Moose, bison, caribou, bears, wolves and 
deer populate the area around Hay River, 
as well as bald eagles, beavers, muskrats, 
porcupines and coyotes. Come across 
one of these animals at the right time and 
you could get the shot of a lifetime. Early 
morning and late evening are the best times 
to get the perfect shot, and being quiet and 
waiting patiently may reward you. As always, 
practice safe traveling in bear country, and 
never approach or bait a predator.

Hay River boasts beautiful landscapes 
that are picture perfect for aspiring 
shutterbugs. Sunset-lit lakes, roaring 
waterfalls, and anglers bringing in their 
catches are just a few of the sights you can 
capture with your camera.

For avid bird or flower photographers, the 
town can give you that perfect shot of a 
fire weed blossom or gulls floating on the 
wind. Head down to the lagoon and find a 
multitude of birds resting during migrations, 
or pull out your macro lens and take a photo 
of the many flowers found all over town.

DON’T FORGET YOUR CAMERA  17
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Diamond Jenness Secondary 
School
Hay River’s iconic “Purple School” was built 
in 1971 and was named for scientist Diamond 
Jenness, one of the pioneers of Canadian 
anthropology. The building was designed 
by architect Douglas Cardinal, and its bright 
purple colour was chosen in a poll done by the 
high school students at the time.

Fisherman’s Wharf
Located along the river as you make your 
way onto Vale Island, this outdoor market is 
open between 10 am and 2 pm every Saturday 
from June to September. Here you’ll find 
everything from local arts and crafts, fresh fish 
and produce, delicious food, and baked goods 
made by Hay River residents. Seating areas 
are available so you can rest your feet as you 
enjoy the weekend sun.

Inukshuk
The organizers of the 1978 Arctic 
Winter Games, co-hosted by Hay River and 
the then-existing Pine Point, built this stone 
marker in the downtown core only steps away 
from Town Hall. A popular stop for tourists 
when they visit, the Inukshuk is an Inuit 
landmark used as a guide for travel routes, 
hunting grounds, or as a food cache.

Hay River Heritage Centre
The history of Hay River comes alive from 
June to October at this museum, located in 
Old Town on Vale Island. Housed in the old 
Hudson Bay store, the building was donated 
to the Hay River Museum Society and opened 
on July 1, 2000. The Heritage Centre hosts 
a number of events and exhibits, including a 
high tea on Canada Day, a storytelling festival, 
and performances by local musicians.

Pine Point
Visitors can tour the ghostly remains of 
roads and sidewalks at this town-site located 
about 45 minutes east of Hay River. Built in 
1964 to house workers at the Pine Point Mine, 
a lead-zinc mine operated by the Canadian 
government and Cominco, it was demolished 
after the mine’s closure in 1988. 
 

NWT Centennial Library 

Located on Woodland Drive, the NWT 
Centennial Library was built in 1967 of local 
stone. This is an important and much-used 
facility in the community and often holds art 
showings, displaying local art, as well as work 
from around the territory. The displays are 
usually up for two weeks at a time and a new 
artist is featured about every two months. 
867-874-6486
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Solar wind is a cloud of ion particles 
emitted from the sun as it burns. When this 
cloud of particles reaches Earth and comes 
into contact with the magnetic field, some 
particles are pulled into the ionosphere 
where they collide with gases present in the 
air. This interaction between the solar wind 
and gases creates the aurora phenomenon.

Occasionally, solar flares will occur, 
releasing a larger than normal cloud of 
particles from the sun and creating a 
spectacular light show that can be seen as 
far south as the central United States!

The aurora are most active in the late 
fall and early winter, and can be seen on 
cloudless nights. Though viewable from 
within town, they are best seen away from 
the lights of civilization.

For more information about the aurora 
borealis, or to check the aurora forecast in 
your area for the best time to go out, visit  
www.astronomynorth.com.

The Northwest Territories is home 
to some of the best aurora borealis 
displays in North America, and every 
year, hundreds of visitors come North 
just to see this brilliant display of light. 
The lights were once thought to be 
the expression of spirits, as a magical 
and unexplainable phenomenon, 
but science today has unraveled the 
mystery of the northern lights.

AURORA BOREALIS  21

Aurora Photography Tips
Capturing the northern lights is a tricky 
affair, but well worth it for the amazing 
photos it can produce. Here are a few 
hints on how to get that perfect picture.

1. Capture the dance 
A long exposure is needed to 
absorb as much of the dancing light 
as you can. Three to ten seconds is 
usually sufficient.

2. Get steady 
Use a tripod and a remote trigger 
or the camera’s timer so you don’t 
touch the camera to avoid hand 
jitters as the photo is taken.

3. Experiment 
Steer clear of the “Auto” setting 
on your camera—manual settings 
will give you the most control over 
the quality of your photo. Use long 
exposure times, a wide angle lens 
with a wide aperture (f.4 – f.8), and 
high ISO (400 or more) for the best 
results.

4. Stay warm 
The best lights happen when the 
temperatures drop (-20° to -40°C) 
so bundle up and wear layers.

5. Explore 
There are many beautiful places to 
watch the northern lights around 
Hay River, and landscapes with the 
aurora shining brightly above it 
make for some of the best photos. 
Find that perfect spot, bring plenty 
of memory cards or your favourite 
analog film, and happy shooting!
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Hay River Aquatics Centre 

Situated right in Hay River’s downtown 
core, the Hay River Aquatics Centre is open 
seven days a week and offers various classes 
throughout the year, from boot camp to a 
fish scaling class. The centre is wheelchair 
accessible and is equipped with four 25-metre 
swimming lanes, a hot tub, sauna, and a 
151-foot-long indoor waterslide! As it’s within 
walking distance from many of the town’s 
hotels, you can keep up your exercise routine 
even while on vacation.

Hay River Golf Club
The Hay River Gold club is a beautiful nine-
hole course featuring grass fairways and 
artificial greens. Located just a short drive 
south of town on Highway 2, the course skirts 
the shores of the Hay River and has a stunning 
clubhouse with clear views of the ninth fairway 
and green. Grab a bucket of golf balls and fine-
tune your swing on the nearby driving range, 
or hit the links with some friends. Forget your 
clubs? No worries—you can rent or purchase 
equipment at the clubhouse. Once your round 
is finished, grab a bite to eat, something to 
drink, and sit back and relax.

Hay River Ski Club
Shortly after the Hay River Golf Club has 
shut down for the season and the first snow 
has fallen, the links come alive again as the 

Hay River Ski Club. Here, you’ll find fifteen 
kilometres of beautifully manicured cross-
country trails that wind their way through 
white aspens, where golfers were swinging 
their clubs only months before. Most trails are 
lit, so skiers can enjoy the trails 24 hours a day.

Ball Diamonds
The Town of Hay River boasts four baseball 
diamonds scattered throughout the 
community—three larger parks: Camsell Park, 
Don Wright Memorial Ballpark, and Pine Point 
Ballpark; and one smaller, the Tri-Service 
Park. In the summer, come down to cheer on 
one of the local teams, or throw a few balls 
yourself! Hay River is home to a mixed slo-
pitch league, men’s fastball team and a minor 
ball association.

Boating
Float your way down the river in a variety of 
ways! Whether it’s by canoe, kayak or inner 
tube, taking a ride down the Hay River is an 
enjoyable and relaxing experience. Canoes and 
kayaks can be rented locally, and make sure to 
bring sunscreen. Also, be sure to plan ahead 
as you’ll need two vehicles—one to get to your 
starting point, and one to leave where you plan 
on finishing.

Hay River is also home to 7-time World Jet 
Boat racing champions, Russell and Spencer 
King!

22  SPORTS & RECREATION
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Dog Sled Rides
Before the existence of the snowmobile, 
dog sledding was one of the most prominent 
methods of travel in the far North for 
centuries. Today, dog sled racing remains 
a popular pastime, and numerous teams 
from across the North gather in Hay River 
every March for the K’amba Carnival races. 
Considered a true northern experience, many 
locals offer dog sled tours throughout most 
of the winter.

Snowmobiling
Grab a sled and take to the ice, snow and 
trails that surround Hay River in the winter. 
Bring your own snowmobile to town, or rent 
one from one of the local dealers. Trail maps 
are available through the Town of Hay River.

Snowshoeing
The history of snowshoeing is rooted in 
the North, having been used by indigenous 
hunters and trappers for centuries to 
move quickly through deep snow. Now, 
snowshoeing is a great way to get out and 
take in the breathtaking scenery during the 
winter months. Breathe in the crisp, fresh 
northern air as you set out on a number of 
groomed trails at the Hay River Ski Club, or 
for a challenge, head out into the unspoiled 
wilderness surrounding the town. You can 
rent snowshoes in town if you don’t own a 
pair of your own.

Shane Magee/NNSL Photo
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Hay River Sporting Clubs
Interested in the local sports scene?

Hay River Curling Club 
Phone: (867) 874-6979 
(Not active until Rec Centre reopens in 2018)

Hay River Figure Skating Club 
Contact: Jaime Harris 
Phone: (867) 875-7401 
hrfsc1@gmail.com 
 
Hay River Men’s Fastball Association 
Contact: Glenn Smith 
Glennsmith@ntpc.com

Hay River Gymnastics Club 
Contact: Nikki Ashton 
Phone: (867) 874-4359

NWT Championships 
Contact: Tim Borchuk 
Phone: (867) 874-6538

NWT Track and Field Championships 
Contact: Tim Borchuk 
Phone: (867) 874-6538

Hay River Swim Club 
Contact: Rachel Yee 
Phone: (867) 874-2145

Oldtimers Hockey 
Contact: Peter Maher 
Phone: (867) 874-8705

Women’s Hockey 
Contact: Debbie Malmloff 
E-mail: hazardhockey@gmail.com
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Hay River has had a long history of 
commercial fishing, so it’s no surprise that 
it remains a popular local pastime, as well 
as a continued way of life for several local 
fishermen.

At its peak, the Hay River fishing industry 
supported 10 different fishing companies, 
8 processing plants, 85 boats, and over 600 
fishermen in the 1940s. The fishing boom 
slowed in the 1960s, although the industry 
has showed signs of recovery in recent years.

The fishing in Hay River is one of the NWT’s 
major tourist attractions, being on the shore 
of one of the freshest lakes in Canada. With 
so many great locations around town, it’s no 
wonder that people from all over the world 
come here to spend countless hours waiting 
for that perfect catch.

Anglers between the ages of 16 and 65 
looking to cast a line must possess an NWT 
fishing licence to fish in local waters. You can 
pick one up, as well as tackle, rods, and line at 
various locations throughout town. The public 
boat launch at Porritt Landing on Vale Island 
makes a number of prime fishing spots only a 
quick boat ride away.

Try dropping a line near the West Channel 
Bridge. There are great banks along the river 
that can easily be accessed, and where you 
can spend an afternoon fishing and picnicking 
with the family.

A reminder that barbless hooks for sport 
fishing are mandatory in the NWT, as they 
allow for easier removal and increases the 
chance of survival for released fish. Barbed 
hooks can easily be converted to barbless by 
either crimping or filing the barbs off.

Northern Fish
The Hay River area is host to a variety of 
fish. Drop a lure and see if you can snag 
one of these whoppers:

Arctic Grayling

Burbot

Inconnu

Lake Trout

Goldeye

Northern Pike

Walleye (Pickerel)

Lake Whitefish

24  FISHING
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Northern Fish
Lake Whitefish
You’ll often find these delicately flavoured fish 
served up in Northern restaurants or sold from 
the back of a fisherman’s truck. Whitefish average 
around one kilogram and have a small, delicate 
mouth that must be hooked gently. They’re good 
fighters and can be taken on a small fly, spinner or 
gold small spoon. Small jigs or deep flies work best 
when the water is warm.

Northern Lake Trout
A great fish for eating, lake trout are the largest 
of the trout family and can reach up to 
32 kilograms. To hook one of these big 
fellas, you can spin cast, troll or fly fish. 
The most popular lures for lake trout are 
spoons or ciscoes. In mid-summer you’ll want 
to fish deep.

Northern Pike or Jackfish
You can find these fish almost anywhere in the 
North. Though they can be caught year-round, the 
best time to snag these one to seven 
kilogram fish is during the early summer. 
Jackfish like spoons, bucktails and jerkbaits. 
Be careful removing the hook after you’ve caught 
one – these fish have sharp teeth!

Pickerel or Walleye
Twilight hours are the best for catching pickerel, 
especially if you’re fishing with plastic jigs. But if 
that’s not working, try a spinner or a spoon. 
These delicious fish can weigh up to two kilograms 
and are quite the scrappers once hooked. 

Arctic Grayling
This small, attractive fish is a member of the 
whitefish family and averages between one half 
and one kilogram. Give micro spinners a go 
if you’re looking to snag one. The best grayling 
fishing is usually in April or early May.
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26  HUNTING

Spending time in the North gives 
you the opportunity to not only 
spend time with the two-legged 
residents, but with our furry 
friends as well. Warm weather 
draws out bears, which frequent 
the Hay River area. Here are 
some tips in case you ever cross 
paths with one.

Bear Country
1. Remember the three S’s: stop, 

stand still, and stay calm.

2. Don’t run away and don’t 
corner the animal – allow it an 
escape route.

3. Don’t shout or make any 
sudden movements. Avoid 
direct eye contact and back 
away slowly.

4. If you spot a bear from a 
distance, make your presence 
known by speaking in low tones 
and slowly waving your arms. 
Make sure to stay downwind.

5. Retreat from the area while 
keeping a close eye on the 
animal.

Photo Courtesy of Karen Hordal

Photo Courtesy of Karen Hordal
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Hunting has and will always be a way of 
life for many in the NWT. The Territory 
offers a large number of big game hunting 
opportunities, making it a popular draw for 
hunters from other parts of Canada and 
around the world.

In order to hunt big game in the NWT, 
you must be a local resident for at least 12 
months, or be accompanied by a licensed 
outfitter. Big game hunting licences are not 
issued to anyone under the age of 12, and 
hunters taking part in a Wood Bison safari are 
required to take an orientation course.

You can also find several species of 
small game in the Hay River area, such 
as ptarmigan, grouse, woodchucks, hares, 
porcupines and squirrels. Fees for small game 
tags are $20 for residents, $40 for non-
residents, and $100 for hunters from outside of 
Canada or who are not landed immigrants.

Before heading out on a hunt, be sure you 
know all the rules and regulations. You can 
find a full listing of hunting regulations in the 
NWT on the Department of Environment and 
Natural Resources website, at 
www.enr.gov.nt.ca.

• Black Bear

• Grizzly Bear

• Polar Bear

• Wood Bison

• Barren-Ground Caribou

• Woodland Caribou

• Mountain Goat

• Moose

• Muskox

• Dall Sheep

• Wolf

• Wolverine

Big Game in the NWT
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Hay River Territorial Park
Located on Vale Island, just steps away from 
the public beach, this campground is open 
from May 15th to September 15th. The park 
features over 30 campsites, a playground, 
trails, showers, firewood, electricity, 
washrooms and a dump station.

Mountain Aven Enterprises
A year-round campground located on 
Lagoon Road, featuring heated and furnished 
cabins, tipis and tent frames for rent. Try out 
some local fishing, or take a relaxing stroll 

down the beach. You can also rent the large 
gazebo for special functions.

2 Seasons Adventures
Beach-side campsites beckon during the 
regular camping season, with cabin and 
yurts available for rent year-round. You can 
even book a tour package for fishing, Aurora 
viewing, or regular sight-seeing.

Hay River Golf Club
Don’t want to miss your tee time? Set up 
camp at this RV-only campground featuring 
10 powered stalls and a view of the Hay River 
Gorge. Campsites are just a stone’s throw 
from the first tee, club house and driving 
range.

Paradise Garden and 
Campground
You’ll find this small campground and 
farm just down the highway between Hay 
River and Enterprise. The grounds feature 15 
campsites, 10 powered, and the small farm 
offers organic fruits and vegetables for sale, 
as well as berry picking tours for visitors.
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Like roughing it? The Hay River area 
has several parks and campgrounds that 
offer a variety of amenities and activities. 
Set up your tent on the beach under the 
midnight sun, or, for the golf-enthusiast, 
park your RV just minutes from the  
tee box. You can book campsites at 
Territorial Parks online by visiting  
www.campingnwt.ca.
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Twin Falls Gorge  
Territorial Park
Located just south of Enterprise, this park 
features a trio of sites overlooking the 
spectacular Alexandra and Louise Falls. The 
Alexandra Falls Day Use Area features sight-
seeing and picnicking, while Louise Falls and 
Escarpment Creek offer full single and group 
campground facilities. A walking trail links the 
scenic lookouts above both waterfalls.

Lady Evelyn Falls  
Territorial Park
This park can be found approximately 7 
kilometres off Highway 1 near the Dene 
community of Kakisa, and is just steps away 
from the 15-metre Lady Evelyn Falls. The 
campground features 23 non-powered sites, 
showers, picnic areas, and firewood. You can 
get closer to the falls by taking a staircase 
down into the gorge.

60th Parallel Territorial Park
Located just past the iconic 60th Parallel 
sign that welcomes you to the NWT, this 
campground features 7 non-powered sites, a 
boat launch, showers, and a scenic picnic area 
overlooking the Hay River. Drop by the 60th 
Parallel Visitor Information Centre, located 
adjacent to the campground, to find a variety 
of services, such as fishing licences, camping 
permits, drinking water, and fresh coffee.

Little Buffalo River 
Territorial Park
You’ll find this small campground on your 
way to Fort Resolution, down Highway 6. 
There are shelters, firewood, washrooms, and 
a boat launch.

Day Use Areas
McNallie Creek  
Territorial Park
Head along Highway 1 from Hay River 
towards Yellowknife and you’ll come 
across this delightful little picnic area. 
Here, you’ll find a historical display on 
how McNallie Falls got its name, and a 
short trail that leads you to a viewing 
platform.

Kakisa River  
Territorial Park
Keep going down the highway and you’ll 
come across this scenic picnic spot on 
the Kakisa River. Spend the day here and 
cast a line, as the fishing here is great.
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The Northwest Territories is home to a 
number of spectacular waterfalls, with 
the majority located along a section of 
Highway 1 known as the Waterfalls Route. 
This route is lined with many campgrounds 
and day-use areas that allow visitors to 
stop and take in the sights.

HAY RIVER   VISITORS   GUIDE   2017

Alexandra Falls
The first set of falls you come across as 
you drive into the territory is Alexandra 
Falls, located at the entrance to Twin Falls 
Gorge Territorial Park. This 114-foot cascade 
thunders down into a gorge and can be seen 
from a scenic overlook at the day-use area 
above. A short hiking trail links Alexandra 
Falls with Louise Falls and Escarpment 
Creek further down the river. 
 
Louise Falls
While only half the height of Alexandra 
Falls, the 50-foot Louise Falls are no less 
dramatic, as water cascades spectacularly 
into the gorge on five sides. Stay for the 
views at a full-service campsite located 
nearby.

Escarpment Creek
Located at the north end of Twin Falls 
Gorge Territorial Park, this small group 
camping site features 12 powered sites, 
shelter, picnic tables, and playground. A 
small footbridge takes visitors across the 
small creek where the waters plummet into 
the nearby canyon.

McNallie Creek
Just a short drive from Enterprise on 
Highway 1, a trail leads you to a viewing 
platform and picnic area above these 
56-foot falls.

WATERFALLS  37
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Lady Evelyn Falls
Drive an hour past Enterprise on Highway 
1 to arrive at the Kakisa River. Head down 
the access road towards the Dene hamlet 
of Kakisa to come across Lady Evelyn Falls 
Territorial Park, where the falls form a curtain 
of water as the river spills over a limestone 
escarpment. The nearby campsite offers 23 
sites: 10 non-powered and 13 powered.

Little Buffalo River Falls
Take a drive down Highway 5 to Little 
Buffalo River Falls Territorial Park, located 
just 50 kilometres north of Fort Smith. The 
park features a small set of falls that cascade 
into a pool of water and a day-use area 
containing a kitchen shelter, picnic tables, 
fire pits, and outhouses. A boat launch with 
access to Little Buffalo River is nearby, 
as is the NWT entrance to Wood Buffalo 
National Park.

Sambaa Deh Falls
Head about 240 kilometres west from 
Enterprise and you’ll reach Sambaa Deh 
Falls Territorial Park and its two spectacular 
waterfalls: Sambaa Deh Falls and Coral Falls. 
The park features a campsite and a variety of 
hiking trails. Be sure to head a little further 
downstream for some excellent fishing.

George Fischer/NWT Tourism
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This guide is provided courtesy of the Town 
of Hay River.

Adventure is right in Town! Hay River is 
privileged to be the home to over 30 km of 
connecting trails. Whether you are a long-time 
resident or a visitor, there is always something 
new to discover!

With nature at our door and wilderness just  
a few steps away, always keep safety  
number one:

• Prepare the Trip: Tell someone where you 
are going and how long you plan to be 
out. Sturdy/rubber boots, good socks, and 
a compass are a must!

• Wildlife Watch: We are entering the 
homes and territory of the wildlife in our 
area so always stay aware, make noise and 
bring bear mace/bangers and bug spray.

• Share the Trail: Snowmobilers, ATVs 
and dogs off-leash are frequent on all 
our trails; keep aware to stay safe. Please 
respect the environment and keep our 
trails clean.

 

 
Kiwanis Nature Trail 
Cleared by volunteers and students in a  
1983-84 summer work program, this trail is our 
most popular! 

Connecting with the Ravine Trail, which is 
used for school nature studies, is paved and lit 
at night, and the Irma Miron Trail, named for 
the beloved Hay River educator who built that 
trail, the Kiwanis Nature Trail is conveniently 
located close to schools and homes.

An easy walk in all seasons, stroll this in 
late spring and summer for some gorgeous 
displays of colour provided by wildflowers 
such as fireweed, twin flower, lindl flower, wild 
flax, and wildrose.

FACT FILE
Best for: a quick in-town escape!

Location: Parallel to Riverside Drive, start 
behind the Diamond Jenness Secondary 
School parking lot, goes to Old Town bridge.

Length: 1.9 km

Difficulty: Easy, well traveled & access to road 
all along.

Connecting Trails: Ravine Trail, Scout Trail, Old 
Town Connector
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Scout Trail
Originally an old road built when the airport 
runway was being developed, this trail was 
kept clear by Al Schofield and the boy scouts.

This is a fun hike that boasts nice views of 
West Channel, a few stands of large old-
growth trees, and a fishing hole near the north 
end. Passing through the large cleared field 
for the radar, you can check out the airport. 
Watch for beavers along West Channel.

FACT FILE
Best for: Great fishing spots along West 
Channel!

Location: Along West Channel from the Old 
Town Bridge to Rudd Channel/Great Slave 
Lake.

Length: 3.54 km

Difficulty: Moderate - muddy/difficult footing 
in summer.

Connecting Trails: Kiwanis, Old-town, Lagoon

Old Town Connector Trail
Walk through the living history of the “Hub of 
the North”!

Hay River is nick-named the ‘Hub’ for its 
important role in northern transportation, 
which you can experience along this trail as 
it brings you alongside the most northerly 
rail line in the NWT, to the airport with our 
famous DC-3 warplanes that bring freight 
to isolated communities, to the Coast Guard 
headquarters, and on to the Northern 
Transportation Company’s (NTCL) shipping 
docks and synchro lift that service the 
Mackenzie River and Arctic coasts. Across 
from the airport entrance, there is signage for 
the Trans Canada Trail, which this trail is a part 
of, along with the Kiwanis and Oxbow Trails. 
 
 

FACT FILE
Best for: Commuting between Vale Island and 
New Town

Location: Old Town bridge to Oxbow Trail

Length: 3.7 km

Difficulty: Fairly easy, mostly paved, be careful 
on some road crossings.

Connecting Trails: Kiwanis, Scout, Oxbow

Oxbow Trail
Less well-known, this is a great diverse nature 
trail to discover!

A continuation of the Trans-Canada Trail from 
the Old Town Connector to the lake, this trail 
follows the Snye (backwater creek) which was 
once an escape route for Spring floodwater 
until the airport runway cut it off. In the 
summer, you can canoe along the Snye, but be 
sure to bring rubber boots and bug spray.

The ‘Nuts & Bears’ geocache will lead you 
right to the 105th street entrance of this trail 
(www.geocaching.org).

FACT FILE
Best for: Neat interpretative nature signage!

Location: Northern end of 105th St., to the 
lake.

Length: 2.33 km

Difficulty: Moderate, can be swampy.

Connecting Trails: Old-town Connector, 
Shorewalk & Berm

Shore Walk
Hay River’s claim-to-fame, stroll along one of 
the best beaches in the NWT!

Once you leave the sandy public beach, the 
walk is laden with driftwood. Check out the 
remains of an old fishing boat left on the shore  
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when it became unseaworthy in 1972 and the 
strange radar dish which was supposedly part 
of the ‘Mid-Canada Line’, similar to the DEW 
Line built in the 50s to pick up signals and 
noises on the water.

The Shore Walk ends at Spruce Point 
(T’suehdaa) where the West Point First 
Nation (Ts’ueh Nda) is located. The band 
gained status in 1993 and is home to over 70 
members. Continuing south is West Channel 
village, which was once the site of a thriving 
commercial fishing industry in the 1950’s with 
8 fish plants in the area.

FACT FILE
Best for: A swim in Great Slave Lake warmed 
by the river!

Location: Follow the highway to Vale Island, 
turn right on 100th St. to the beach (follow 
sign to Harbour House), travels west to West 
Channel Village.

Length: 3.2 km

Difficulty: Moderate, lots of driftwood.

Connecting Trails: Oxbow, Berm, Scout

Reserve Trail
Contact the K’atl’odeeche First Nation Band 
Office (874-6701) to tell them you are hiking 
the trail before you head off!

Built in 2005 as a ski trail for the school kids, 
the trail starts at the Community Arbor just 
kitty-corner to the Ehdah Cho Store. The trail 
skirts the high river bank for an excellent view 
of Hay River from the other side! After 
2 km through the woods, the trail comes to the 
road at the original Harry Camsell house and 
continues on the road to the Old Village Site.

Visit the Band Office for information on the 
rich culture and history of the South Slave 
Dene who reside on the NWT’s only Reserve.

 

FACT FILE
Best for: Seeing lots of wildlife!

Location: Take Highway 5 east across the 
river, then the Hay River Reserve Road to the 
Community Arbor in the new village. Trail goes 
to Old Village site on lake.

Length: 4 km

Difficulty: Easy, unless not packed down in 
winter.

Connecting Trails: Shore Walk, Sandy Creek 

Lagoon Beach
Get connected to a wilder part of Great Slave 
Lake on Lagoon Beach, also known as Dog 
Beach. You can start at either Lagoon Road, 
where it meets the shore and head east to 
West Channel, or head west to explore beyond 
and hook up with Six Mile Creek Trail.

FACT FILE
Best for: Taking your dog for a walk and 
having a bonfire under the Midnight sun!

Location: The end of Lagoon Road, accessible 
from the industrial area, ending at West 
Channel and the Pumphouse Road.

Length: 4.5 km

Difficulty: Moderate, lots of driftwood.

Connecting Trails: Oxbow, Berm, Scout
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Conveniently located at the junction of NWT 
Highway 1 and Highway 2, the Hamlet of 
Enterprise welcomes you as the “Gateway 
to the NWT”. With a population of just 122 
residents, this family-oriented community is 
the first you’ll come across as you begin your 
travels North of 60.

This tiny community was formed when the 
highway was first built and was given hamlet 
status soon after. In addition to being just 
minutes from Twin Falls Territorial Park and its 
campgrounds, Enterprise also boasts a café, 
two gas stations, a community garden, inn, 
and a number of top-notch trails for walking 
and hiking.

Take a break from driving and stop at 
Winnie’s Dene Art Gallery & Gift Shop, a local 
favourite that carries an eye-popping selection 
of traditional Dene arts and crafts. There’s 
a nice picnic spot next to the Hay River that 
offers a beautiful view of the Hay River Gorge.

In the winter, dog mushers from across the 
Territory converge on Enterprise for the 
annual Itsago dog sled races, which—as you 
can tell by the name—are 'a go’ depending on 
the weather. The hamlet also hosts a winter 
carnival every April to celebrate the end of 
the season.
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MARCH
K’amba Carnival
The K’atl’odeeche First Nation hosts this 
weekend-long carnival on the Hay River 
Reserve. There’s something for everyone – 
children and adult talent shows, dog sled 
races, outdoor activities, raffles, and a dance. 

Polar Pond Hockey Tournament
Take to the ice with 10 rinks of hockey play. 
Held at the Fisherman’s Wharf site, the 
festivities include a live band, beer gardens 
and fireworks throughout the night.

Hay River Ice Fishing Derby
The 2 Seasons Campground is the site for 
this event. Registration starts early and the 
derby runs through the afternoon. Tickets are 
available at the Buffalo Airways office.

Figure Skating Ice Carnival
This carnival, at the Ben Sivertz Arena, 
provides local skaters an opportunity to strut 
their stuff in front of an audience.

Ptub Races
This annual cross-country ski race has been 
held since 1983. Sponsored by the Ptarmigan 
Inn and The Hay River Hub, it also hosts 
snowcross and snow drag races every year. 
 

MAY 
Hay River Lobster Fest 
One of the town’s biggest and most delicious 
events, the Town of Hay River hosts this East 
Coast-flavoured shindig each spring.

JUNE
Fisherman’s Wharf Market
Every Saturday from mid-June to mid-
September, Vale Island becomes the host to 
a thriving farmer’s market where you can buy 
local arts and crafts, fresh caught fish, and 
prepared food.

NWT Track and Field Championships
This annual meet has been held on the track 
outside Diamond Jenness Secondary School 
since 1991, and attracts athletes, coaches and 
volunteers from across the NWT.

National Aboriginal Day
Take part in a community celebration and 
fish fry that celebrates Aboriginal culture, an 
important part of Hay River’s history. June 21.

JULY
Canada Day
Welcome the summer with a patriotic 
celebration that includes a parade, children’s 
activities and a fun get-together. July 1.
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Kole Crook  Fiddling Camp
Held in honour of a young fiddler who died 
in a plane crash in Norman Wells, this camp 
features evening performances Wednesday to 
Friday. Admission is by donation. 
www.fiddlingnwt.com

Hay Days
This music, art, and cultural festival is quickly 
becoming one of the must-do events of the 
summer. Musicians and artists from Hay River 
and beyond come together to entertain at 
various venues across town.

Annual Fly-Fishing Derby
Hosted at Trout Rock Lodge, come try your 
hand at fly-fishing. Featuring contests, fly-
fishing lessons, shore lunches and more.

AUGUST
Gateway Jamboree
Head down to Enterprise for this annual 
music festival showcasing Northern artists. 
Enterprise.

SEPTEMBER
Business, Home & Leisure Show
Hosted by the Hay River Chamber of 
Commerce, this show brings in exhibitors 
from across the NWT and Northern Alberta to 
showcase their products and services. 
 
Fiddling and Jigging Talent Show 
The biggest fiddling and jigging championship 
North of 60! Proceeds from the event go to 
music programs and preservation of northern 
culture.

48  CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Sh
an

e 
M

ag
ee

/N
N

SL
 P

ho
to



HAY RIVER   VISITORS   GUIDE   2017

OCTOBER
Star-Gazing Night
Held at the Hay River Heritage Society, this 
event includes an old-fashioned bean supper, 
local entertainment, and an evening of star-
gazing.

NOVEMBER 
Hay River Wine Festival
Hosted by the Rotary Club, this festival for 
wine lovers features a local art auction.

Midnight Madness
Hay River merchants stay open late for a night 
of shopping and sales, perfect for Christmas 
shopping.

Santa Claus Parade
The Town of Hay River puts on this annual 
holiday parade, featuring an appearance by 
you-know-who at the end.

DECEMBER
New Year’s Eve Fireworks Festival
A community bonfire sets the stage for a 
spectacular fireworks show to ring in the New 
Year at midnight. December 31.
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Ptarmigan Inn
Located in the heart of Hay River’s 
downtown, the Ptarmigan Inn is the 
town’s largest premier full service 
hotel. It offers many amenities and has 
created a one-stop shop for locals and 
visitors alike. Steps away from local 
shopping, Hay River’s recreation centre, 
schools and Cineplex, the Ptarmigan 
Inn complements the beautiful 
downtown conveniences of Hay River. 

Built in 1967, it was purchased by the Rowe’s Group of Companies in 2005.  
Since then, the hotel has undergone several renovations, including the most 
recent upgrade in 2015 with the completion of the Doghouse Pub, a lively 
and trendy establishment with weekly 
specials. In 2013, the hotel’s Keys 
Dining Room was given a full facelift 
and has now become the premier fine 
dining restaurant in Hay River.

Aside from the 42 modern and well 
maintained rooms, well-equipped gym 
& sauna, and three banquet rooms, the 
Ptarmigan Inn thrives on outstanding 
customer service. The hotel is best 
known for their frontline workers that try to make every visit at the Ptarmigan 
Inn Hotel a great experience. That is why for a total of three years, the hotel’s 
front desk has been given the NWT Service Excellence Award. 

Tourists find the Ptarmigan Inn a 
comfortable retreat when visiting 
the gorgeous sights of the NWT. 
Whether you are traveling for business, 
pleasure or sports, the Ptarmigan 
Inn Hotel is committed to provide 
excellent customer service and 
create a memorable experience for 
each and every visit to any of their 
establishments. Ptarmigan Inn Hotel Photos
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Hotels & 
Accommodations

❚ Ptarmigan Inn
10 J Gagnier Street
Reservations (Toll-Free):  
1-800-661-0842
Front Desk: (867) 874-6781

❚ Anchorage Guest House
103 Street
(867) 874-2233
Toll-Free: 1-866-277-7757

Enjoy a panoramic view of 
the aurora borealis and quiet 
setting near Great Slave Lake. 
The Anchorage Guest House 
is the place to relax while 
on vacation or drop in for 
a night or two while in Hay 
River on business. Our large 
boardroom is ideal for hosting 
a conference or meeting and 
is fully equipped with wireless 
internet and satellite TV to suit 
your business needs.

Enjoy our spacious common 
areas that include a living 
room, dining room, and library. 
We are open year-round and 
are located on Vale Island, 
just a short 10-minute drive 
from downtown Hay River 
and 2 minutes from the shore 
of Great Slave Lake.  
www.greenwayaccommodations.ca

❚ Cambridge Executive Suites
28 Capital Drive
(867) 874-2233
Toll-Free: 1-866-277-7757

The Cambridge Executive 
Suites offers one and two-
bedroom suites as an 
alternative to the standard 
hotel room. All suites have 

fully equipped kitchens, 
spacious dining areas, 
comfortable living rooms, 
full-size washroom facilities, 
and private balconies. We also 
provide secure, high-speed 
internet access and satellite 
TV service for your enjoyment 
and business needs.

Conveniently located 
downtown on the banks of 
the Hay River, the Cambridge 
Executive Suites are within 
walking distance of everything 
you need, including: local 
businesses for work and 
shopping, meeting and 
conference facilities, banks, 
restaurants, recreation and 
fitness, and entertainment. 
Daily housekeeping service is 
provided and laundry services 
are available on request.
www.greenwayaccommodations.ca

❚ Harbour Guest House
31 Capital Drive
(867) 874-2233
Toll-Free: 1-866-277-7757

Enjoy exceptional Northern 
hospitality on the shores of 
Great Slave Lake and relax 
with exceptional beachfront 
views, the midnight sun 
and spectacular northern 
lights. With our tastefully 
decorated rooms and sunny 
common dining and living 
spaces, you will feel right at 
home. Open year-round with 
many seasonal attractions 
and activities. Continental 
breakfast available.
www.greenwayaccommodations.ca

 
 

❚ The North Country Inn
912 Mackenzie Highway
(867) 874-6706
Toll-Free: 1-877-362-4206

Clean, cozy and quiet with 
at-home comforts. Coffee and 
kettles in all rooms and suites; 
fridges and microwaves/
toaster in some. Single, 
double, and kitchenette suites 
available with weekly or 
monthly rates. Non-smoking 
rooms. Pets welcome!

Fax service and free local 
phone calls offered to 
guests. Traditional Native 
arts and crafts available for 
purchase in the lobby. We are 
walking distance to a variety 
of excellent restaurants, 
convenience store, and 
automobile repair facilities. 
For detailed pricing and 
reservations, please contact 
your hosts, Kelly and Tara 
Schofield.
www.ncinn.net

Restaurants & 
Lounges

❚ The Back Eddy Cocktail 
Lounge & Restaurant
6 Courtoreille Street
(867) 874-6680

❚ The Boardroom Restaurant
891 Mackenzie Highway
(867) 874-2111

❚ The Doghouse Sports Bar
10 J Gagnier Street  
(Ptarmigan Inn)
(867) 874-6781 
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❚ Driftwood Diner
1 Lepine Street
(867) 874-2468

❚ The Keys Dining
10 J Gagnier Street  
(Ptarmigan Inn)
(867) 874-6781

❚ M & M Bakery 
2 - 4 Courtoreille Street 
867-874-2442 
 
❚ She Takes the Cake Café
2-4 Courtoreille Street
(867) 874-3330

❚ Woodland Wok and Grill
8-66 Woodland Drive
(867) 875-4100

Gas Stations & 
Convenience Stores

❚ Esso Service Station
921 Mackenzie Highway
(867) 874-6424 
 
❚ Homesteader’s
Mile 5 Mackenzie Highway
(867) 874-4479

❚ Right Stop  
Convenience Store
4 Courtoreille Street
(867) 874-5750

❚ Super A Gas Express
938 Mackenzie Highway
(867) 874-3732

❚ The Rooster
890 Mackenzie Highway
(867) 874-6349

Automotive Services
❚ Andy’s Auto Service
26A Industrial Drive
(867) 874-2506  
 
❚ Aurora Autobody
45 Studney Drive
(867) 874-2261
 
❚ Aurora Ford Hay River
922 Mackenzie Highway
(867) 874-7700
Toll-Free: 1-800-661-0716 
 
❚ Ehdah Cho Store Ltd.
Hay River Reserve 
133 Indian Reserve Rd.
(867) 874-6513
 
❚ Ernie’s Automotive
48 Industrial Drive
(867) 874-3900 
 
❚ Lakeland Sales and Service
43014 Mackenzie Highway
(867) 874-3387 
 
❚ Pike’s Automotive  
Repair Centre
2 Poplar Road
(867) 874-3338

❚ Tire North
917 Mackenzie Highway
(867) 874-2686

Places of Worship
❚ Assumption Roman Catholic 
Church
67 Woodland Drive
(867) 874-2545

❚ Hay River Baptist Church
1 Wright Crescent
(867) 874-2354

❚ Jehova’s Witnesses 
Kingdom Hall
458 Miron Drive
(877) 874-6604 
 
❚ Hay River Pentecostal 
Chapel
42 Woodland Drive
(867) 874-6410

❚ St. Andrew’s Anglican & 
Grace United Church
63 Woodland Drive
(867) 874-6365

❚ St. Anne’s Roman Catholic 
Church
Hay River Reserve
(867) 874-6508

❚ Dene Pentecostal
Hay River Reserve
(867) 874-6622
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General Information
Northwest Territories Tourism
Toll-Free: 1-800-661-0788
www.spectacularnwt.com

Hay River Visitor Information Centre  
73 Woodland Drive
(867) 874-3180 
(Summer Only)

Climate
Hay River has a subarctic climate with 
short but warm summers. Though 
winter temperatures are typically below 
freezing, every month of the year has seen 
temperatures above 10°C. Bring warm clothes 
no matter what time of year you visit, as even 
the summer can cool down drastically in the 
evenings.

Spring           11.2°C/52.2°F      -22.1°C/-7.8°F

Summer     20.9°C/69.6°F     6.8°C/44.2°F

Fall              12.7°C/54.9°F       -16.6°C/2.1°F

Winter          -15.7°C/3.7°F -29.3°C/-20.7°F

Services

Emergency
Fire (867) 874-2222

Ambulance (867) 874-9333

Hospital (867) 874-8000

RCMP (867) 874-1111
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Banks
CIBC 
10 A Gagnier Street 
(867) 874-6746

RBC 
77A  Woodland Drive 
(867) 874-6547

Transportation Services
Travel Alerts & Road Conditions 
1-800-661-0750 
www.dot.gov.nt.ca or @GNWT_DOT

Airlines
First Air 1-800-267-1247

Landa Aviation (867) 874-3500

Northwestern  
Air Lease 1-877-872-2216

Helicopter Service
Denendeh Helicopters (867) 874-3399

Remote Helicopters (867) 874-6999

Ground Transportation
Island Taxi (867) 876-2002

Reliable Cabs (867) 874-4444

Car Rentals
Budget Car &  
Truck Rental (867) 875-7677
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